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. ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEWS WITH
MRS. FLORENCE WALKER CASEY

April 21 and 28, 1997
Charleston, West Virginia

Interviewers: Rita Wicks-Nelson, Ph.D. and Ancella Radford Bickley, Ed.D.
Transcriptionist: Ms. Gina Kehali Kates

RW-N: Okay, I'll start. It's April 21st, 1997, late in the afternoon. We're recording in
Charleston, West Virginia. Florence Casey is going to share with us her life story, with Ancella
Bickley and with me, Rita Wicks-Nelson. This is tape one, side A. We discussed earlier that we
will ask Florence to start at the beginning but not that we won't roam all around the place; we
will. But that sometimes it's easier to do it that way. So, Florence, you want to tell us where you
were born, when you were born, what you remember of your childhood and your family?
[chuckling]

FC: I'm Florence Walker Casey, and I was born in Charleston, West Virginia. My parents moved
from a farm with my older sister and brother, and I was the first one born on the west side of
Charleston here. And I have another sister after me, and a brother and a sister. My childhood
days were spent in all-black schools, and we had lots of fun. I lived on Kemp Avenue at first, as a
young child. And I remember they had floods down there. And we would go out in the boats out
of the house. And it was so much fun, knowing now how dangerous it is, but then it was just lots
of fun to go out on a boat.
And I loved school. I participated in everything they had in school. I can remember my first
grade teacher, Elizabeth Burkes. She liked everybody in my family. But she wouldn't let rne go
to the bathroom one time. [chuckling]

RW-N: The things you remember. [chuckling]
FC: And I remember I wet on myself and I never liked her after that again. [laughing] Because I
was embarrassed. Then we moved to the Washington Manor, and I went to Dunbar Elementary
School and had a black male principal. And I was always afraid of him. I used to do real mean
things in school. There's a girl that sat in front of me, she was my friend. And we had coats,
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jackets with hoods on them. And I was mad at her one day because I didn't have a hood on my
coat. And that's when we used ink and pen, and I put ink in the bot-, in her hat, and when she got
up and stood up, it went all over. And I, and Mr. Carper whipped me for that [laughing]. And
then we moved to, back to the west side. And I went to, on a bus, I went to-the city bus-I
went to Boyd Elemen-, Boyd Junior High School.
RW-N Now, all these locations were in Charleston?
FC: Yes. Everything was in Charleston. And from Boyd Junior High School we went to, I went

to Garnett High School. And I was the last graduate from that school. The first graduate gave
me my diploma as I was the last graduate of that school. (RW-N: Oh)
AB: That was before the school was closed?
FC: That was the last year in '56. We were going to close in June, and I was the last graduate of

the school.
RW-N: Now that was a high school? Junior high school?
FC: It was a high school (RW-N: a high school), Garnett High School.
RW-N: Yes, and you were the last one?
FC: Mm-hmm, mm-hmm. It's where the Garnett Tech School is now, same place.
AB: Garnett was ten through twelve, wasn't it?

FC: Right. And Boyd Junior High School, which was up here in the east end of town, was seven

through nine. And then tenth grade we went to Garnett High School. After high school...
RW-N: Can I take you back for a moment?
FC: Uh-huh, sure.
RW-N: First of all, I wanted to check out...you had how many brothers and sisters?
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FC: I have one brother and two sisters.
RW-N: One brother, two sisters. And where were you in that?
FC: I was the middle child. The problem child. [chuckling]
RW-N: One brother, two sisters. So you were ...
FC: And then there was a sister under me, she was the baby. I was next. And then an older sister
and an older brother.

RW-N: And what was the spread? Were you spread out or pretty close?
FC: Two years between all ofus. And my older brother and sister did everything together, and
my younger sister and I did everything together growing up. I couldn't go to some of the things
they went, and they didn't want to go to anything we went to; we were too young.

RW-N: Whatkind of things did you go to?
FC: Dances, house parties, football games, on the bus. We couldn't do that. And, until you got
to high school.

RW-N: So you were very active as kids? Lots of things to do?
FC: Yes, always.
RW-N: Did you play in the neighborhoods a lot?
FC: Always. We ... we look now, cause I still live near Kemp Avenue. And we look down there
and think all the good times we had on the street at night out there, playing hide-n-seek and the
big light that was there and the parents sat on the porch, and we, all the kids on the streets were
playing outside. (RW-N: Uh,-huh, Uh-huh) They don't do that any more. And we had
television, but we didn't wanna watch it. [chuckling]

AB: Was the school an important part of your life? Activities in school?
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FC: Yes, cause I loved everything pertaining to school as a little girl. And I did well because I
liked school.

AB: Did you attend the sporting, sport affairs at school? Football games ... ?
FC: In junior high and high school every... everything... except I couldn't go to the away games
cause I wasn't old enough, my mother said. But my brother and my sister always went to every
game they had, in both schools. And when I got old enough, I did, too.
AB: Did they have girls sports?

FC: No, no, not until I got in college. And then it was like sororities. You play half court like
the girls do-, did, not now, they play like boys now.
Itape recorder being turned off then on]

FC: My grandmother believed in bows and [inaudible], when you said that I thought about. And
we would go like ... we had to ride the bus to town to go to school. And Nellie and I'd put on our
bows and everything we had to have and then go in the bathroom.

RW-N: I'm sorry, Nellie is the, is your younger sister?
FC: Older sister.
RW-N: She's your oldest sister, okay.
FC: And we'd go down in the bathroom and take all that pretty stuff off cause no body wore it but
us. We felt like it. And we'd take all that off, then put it back on to go home. [laughing]

RW-N: So you had fun in school, you cut up a little bit in school, you liked school. Did you
actually like the studies or did you like the social stuff or everything?

FC: I liked to be the one to answer every question the teacher asked. (RW-N: Uh-huh) You
know, it was fun.
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RW-N: Were you proud ofit? I mean (FC: Yes) when you said you liked it. Were you proud of
doing well?

FC: Right, I was.
RW-N: Did your ... did you get a lot of good feedback on that in school or at home, that you
were doing well?
FC: In school I was kind of a leader like, so, you know, we would all do this. And then we'll go
to a game, or then we'll go to the dance or someone's home to a party. And at home our parents,
my father didn't have much education, so he thought it was real important that you be the
smartest, that you work hard and be smart. And that's what we tried to do.

AB: What about dating, Florence?
FC: I was allowed to have a boyfriend [chuckles] in my ninth grade at school, I mean, he could
take me to a movie on Sunday around two and then be home before dark. In the ninth grade.
Then after that you could have a steady boyfriend to come to your house in the day and
everybody sit in the living room. But uh every one ofus were allowed to date. After you got out
of the ninth grade.

AB: Did they have social affairs in school, like dances, that you went to, (FC: mm-hmm) with
your boyfriend?

FC: No, you didn't go with them. You weren't allowed to go with them, but you could ...you met
them there, is what you did. [laughing]

RW-N: Now, when you said you weren't allowed, you mean the school didn't allow it?
FC: No , my mother, my mother and father.
RW-N : Your mother and father didn't allow it. So all through your childhood your mother and
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father were at home?

FC: Yes, and they ruled. (RW-N: and they ruled) (chuckling]
AB: Did you mother work outside the home?

FC: No, my mother was home all the time. My father worked out. And he would get us little
jobs to do like in the summer for people. And I remember one time, it's why I decided to go to
college, he asked some lady he liked real well that worked at the Daniel Boone Hotel where he
did, she asked if one ofus could clean her house for her, so I said I would, cause I wanted the
money. I was the first year in college... no, I hadn't started college yet. It was the summer. And
she ask me to take a toothbrush and clean the kitchen floor. And I said, "Oh, no, we just take a
mop and broom and do the floors like that," and she said, "Well, I have to have mine done with a
toothbrush." · And I said, "Well, I'll tell you what, give me the pay that I've earned up to this
point, and I'll go home." And I went by my daddy's place and I told him, I said, "Daddy, she
asked me to scrub the floor with a toothbrush and I said no." And he said, "Yeah, she called."
She said, "You've got to educate that little arrogant girl that you've got there." [laughing] But he
said, "It's all right. If you didn't want to do it, you didn't do it, and that's fine." Although that
was his real good friend at work. But he was always trying to give us jobs to do.
RW-N: So, he worked in, close by then?

FC: Daniel Boone Hotel.
RW-N: Oh, he worked in the Daniel Boone Hotel. What did he do there?

FC: A bellhop.
RW-N: Did he work there a long time? Or did he have other jobs in your childhood?

FC: Well, he had an upholstery shop here on the east end on Washington Street, right there near
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Jacob Street, and he worked there. And then when he felt he was too old for the shop, he worked
atthe gas company. And that's where he died, you know, at the ....

AB: How old were you when your father died?
FC: Let me see, I had been teaching two years ... about twenty-two.
RW-N: And your mom's still alive right?

FC: Momma ... Momma' s still alive, eighty-one, and still thinks good. She has a good mind still.
She doesn't move around as much as we'd like but she still thinks good. She makes decisions and
helps us to make them.

AB: Yours is a very close family.
FC: We're real close.
RW-N: Florence, what were the greatest lessons that you learned from your parents? You

already said that your father certainly thought that education meant a lot. Did your mother feel
that way, too, or did you get that mostly from your father?

FC: Oh, Momma felt that you had to go to school. My mother was a good student in school,
also. And we'd come home with uh--she was real good with poetry. And we'd come home and
she'd sit down and explain every line. The teacher couldn't do it, but we could understand it from
her. She'd tell us what that meant. And she still does that. When I bring a poem of mine, when
I'm teaching my kids and I'd say, "What does so and so mean?" and she'll tell me. She still does
that.
RW-N: But she did not have a lot of formal education, or did she?

FC: No, she graduated from high school. (RW-N: she did) And that was the extent of her
education. And she went to a one-room school in Red Sulphur where she lived. And they had
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from one through eight all in the same room.
RW-N: Now, that's West Virginia, too?
FC: Yes. (RW-N: yes)
AB: Where did your mother go to high school?
FC: White Sulphur Springs. That's where she grew up.
AB: Bolling?
FC: Yes.
RW-N: And your father grew up where?
FC: In Red Sulphur Springs. (RW-N: Uh-huh, yeah) He went to a little school called Wendydale.

And he didn't go any further than the ninth.
RW-N: And they married in Charleston? Met in Charleston-no, they met back home!
FC: No, they lived in the country ... (RW-N: Yes. Right. Yes) They lived in Red Sulphur for

married life, I think my brother was six when they came here, and my sister was four, something

like that.
RW-N: Do you know why they came?
FC: No, I don't. He just, he didn't want to be in that country any more. There wasn't anybody

out there. And he had ... he had a business mind, and he wanted to open a business. That wouldn't
have been a good place for it.
AB: Did any of you work in the upholstery shop with him?
FC: I did. [chuckling] I loved it. He wouldn't let me stay long, though, cause Momma would

say, "I don't want her in a place like that. Just bring her back home in an hour or so." And my
sister and I upholstered ... you know the rocking chair in our, in our window there? (AB: Mmm)
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My sister and I did that. It's not bad. It's not the best, but it isn't bad.

RW-N: What did you mother mean, that she doesn't, didn't want you in a place like that?
FC: Well, I meant like where people ... you don't know what Washington Street used to be like,
people walking up and down all day long. And anybody would walk in and say, "Give me a
cigarette," or something like that. She just didn't want us to be around that. (RW-N: Yes)

AB: Was church a part ofyour life growing up, Florence?
FC: We had to go to church three times a day. Went to Sunday School, you went to 11 :00
service and you went to BYP in the evenings, or you didn't do anything else.

RW-N: B-....
FC: Baptist Youth Fellowship. (RW-N: Baptist Youth Fellowship, uh-huh.) In the evenings.
And if you didn't do-if you were too sick to do any of those, you couldn't do anything else. All
of us had to go.

AB: That was the First Baptist?
FC: No, we, we belong to Young Street Baptist Church. It's now Shiloh. But it was back on
Young Street. And that's where we joined, as little people. And when we were, before we went
to school, we went to a holiness church with my mother. Bishop Haynes's church. You know
Jessie Haynes? (AB: hmm) His father. And we went every Sunday in the evening with them too.

RW-N: Did you-admittedly you went to church because you had to, but did you also have any
feeling that you wanted to go, too?

FC: It was part of our life. That's what we did. It was no hassle about going. It was just what
we knew we were supposed to do and we did it. I mean, it wasn't like they didn't have to make
us go. We just followed whatever.
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AB: Did you participate in the summer programs, um, the young people's programs during the
summer?

FC: No. At [inaudible] no, no.
AB: Bible Vacation School?

FC: No. We always had to go up on that farm in the summer. And we did not like it.
AB: You went back to Red Sulphur during the summer?

FC: In the summer, all the kids went up there with my father when he had vacation. And it was
usually like a month, seemed like. And we had to go up there with the chickens and cows and
stuff. And nobody'll go up there now. [chuckling]
RW-N: You did not like it?

FC: I did not 'like it at all.
RW-N: Why not?

FC: I don't know. It was a smell up there that I. .. I didn't like.
RW-N: You mean the farm-, because of the farm? (FC: Hmm)
AB: Probably the sulphur water.

FC: That might have been it. I could not stand it. (RW-N: Oh, ok.) I would get sick. But we
had to go, and we went.
RW-N: Did you have many relatives, aunts and uncles or cousins, when you were a child, that

you did things with, or were they ... ?

FC: Yes, we went to-my father had a sister who had two children, and one of the girls was my
age, and she lived in Coraopolis, Pennsylvania. And some part of every summer we would go
there, and then at the end of the summer, they would come to visit us. And my mother and Aunt
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Cybil had promised each other if anything ever happens, we'll take each other's kids and finish
raising, and she did die in a car wreck. And my mother took her two children and reared them.
AB: That was Sylvia?

FC: Uh-huh. Do you remember Sylvia at Job Corps? (AB: Oh yes, oh yes)

FC: And her husband called us last week and said they're naming a new building for her, at the
new one.
AB: Isn't that nice. And your other cousin's in Beckley.

FC: Well, she moved here. (AB: Oh, did she?) Mmm-hmm. Ike is running State Farm here at
Dunbar, in Dunbar.

RW-N: Now~ were you grown up when the cousins came to live with you?
FC: No, we were little. (RW-N: ok. so ... ) Oh, okay. She came in .. .let me see ... Tootsie was in
the sixth grade. The youngest one was about old enough to be in the sixth grade, and the other
one then a year behind me in school. She went to Stonewall Junior High, Stonewall High School
then.

RW-N: So your family increased. I mean, you had two more young people in the home, right?
AB: Were you jealous at all? Was that a, when they came?

FC: No, we always ... we always wanted Toots-, Sylvia, the oldest one, because she could do
everything. She could sew, she could ... she could do everything. And we always wanted her to
live with us. It was never a problem. Of course, I'm sure some time my mother said, "Well, she
won't do it because she's jealous of you, Sylvia." But you know, as a whole ....

RW-N: Now, these two cousins were both female cousins (FC: yes), so you only had the one
brother ...
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FC: One spoiled brother.
RW-N: Spoiled brother.

FC: And he comes in the house right now, my mother says, "You know that's the chair he sits in,
get up. And if he's hungry, get him something... "

RW-N: Get it now, today.

FC: Today. And he lives right next door, married, and has children. And he's still treated the
same. [chuckling]

RW-N: Did you all treat him that way?

FC: We all did.
RW-N: So it wasn't that you were jealous about that?
FC: Oh, no,

no.

RW-N: You all, you all, treated him special in that way.

FC: We all treated him that way cause my mother treated him that way so we did.
RW-N: So he was special in that way.

FC: Yes, he was.
RW-N: When you were growing up, did you ever have, were you aware of, in addition to what
you've already said that the boy or your father-was there much difference between what the
females and males did and how you were treated? Were you aware of that growing up?

FC: No, father was father. And my father let my mother make the decisions on what we should
do. (RW-N: Mm-hmm) And he said, "Don't ever ask me, ask your mother, and if she says okay,
I back her." And that's the way it was.

RW-N: So she was the boss of the kids?
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FC: She was the boss.
RW-N: Of, but not of everything. Of everything?
FC: She was the boss. (RW-N: She was the boss)
AB: Did she handle the family money?

FC: Yes. Yes, she did.
AB: Paid all the bills and ... bought the clothes for the kids, and what-not?

FC: Whatever needed to be done, he would say, "Here, you do it." And she would make a way,
whatever it was.
AB: And he, but he was the main bread winner in the family?

FC: Yes, he was the bread winner.
RW-N: The bread winner all those years.
FC: One time, when I was in-'cuse me-junior high, my mother worked as a -somebody went
on vacation and she worked at Boyd school in the cafeteria for a couple of weeks and we didn't
like it at all that she was there. Cause the teachers would say-we were afraid the teachers might
say something to her about us. And it was ... see, two ofus were in that school when she worked
there. But she didn't stay but a month while this lady was on vacation.
AB: Did you all have chores to do around the house?

FC: Yes, everybody had a job. And my brother had to wash dishes and he would pay us to do his
job because he said boys aren't supposed to wash dishes. But everybody had to do a room. And
Nellie was the cook. And we had to always do something.

RW-N: You're still living in a close family, aren't you? Because you live with Nellie, right?
FC: Well, after I married and divorced, I went back home with my child. (RW-N: uh-huh) And
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he's like the baby of our original family. And he still is. [chuckling] But I went back to home, and
Nellie is the only one still there.
RW-N: Now, is your mother there, too?

FC: Yes. I meant, with my mother.
RW-N: Yes, with your mother and Nellie. And your brother is next door.

FC: He's next door. [both talking at once]
AB: Was your, where's your husband from?

FC: Wayne Casey from Stotesbury, West Virginia. Up near Beckley.
AB: You met him at State?

FC: Un-huh.
AB: When you all went to college, how did you afford that? Did you work while you were in

college?

FC: No, the AK's gave me a scholarship. The Delta's gave Nellie a scholarship.
RW-N: The AK's are ... ?

FC: A sorority.
RW-N: A sorority, yes. And we're talking about your being at West Virginia State College?

FC: Right. And the home ec department of some, some, I don't know exactly, Sarah Ethel Rose
was involved in it. Do you remember her? She gave my other sister a scholarship. The three of
us were on scholarship. Well, my brother was the first one to go to college. We had no question
about it. When you finish school, you went to State or you didn't go to school at all. You know
how these children have choices, like they could go on? We didn't. We knew we had to go to
State. If we wanted to further our education, cause that was the cheapest way then. (RW-N:
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Yeah) And my brother went and two years later Nellie went. Well in between that, he would go
and spend the day somewhere after a year. And that's when they would call, the college
professor would call and say, "Your child didn't come to school today." And my mother said,
"Yes, he left here. I don't know where he went, though." And come to find out he was going
down there and playing cards all day, not going to class. He's sorry he did that, too.
RW-N: So he never :finished?

FC: He didn't finish (RW-N: Yeah) But then Nellie went down there and finished four years and
got a job there and she's been there ever since.
RW-N: So State has been her second home.

FC: Right.
RW-N: And 's he's ... she just won an award for that work there. ·

FC: Un-huh. Because it was all black. Well, mostly black, majority black.
RW-N: Mm-hmm. When you look back on your childhood, is there anybody that stands out that

you halfway patterned yourself after?

FC: I'd like to say it was my mother. (RW-N: Uh-huh) She knew... she knew so many things.
And she didn't push it on you, but seems like she knew a lot about things that you wouldn't think
she knew about. And, you would be talking about something in school, and she'd speak up and
say, "Well, that means so and so." She knew so many things. I would hope it would be my
mother.
AB: You talked about your aunt, your father's sister. Did your mother have brothers and sisters,

too? Did ...

FC: Yes, but we didn't visit them like ... they didn't like children. And only when they had family
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reunions or something like that, we would go. The majority of our relationship was with my
father's people.

AB: Did you know your grandparents?
FC: My grandfather, yes. In fact, he stayed with us [tape recorder beeping in background]
END TAPE 1- SIDE 1
BEGIN TAPE 1- SIDE 2
FC: ... uh, Caroline has a daughter, my other sister, and we took Casey and Tracy down there just
to say that they were on the farm. And they_didn't like it at all.

RW-N: Who's Casey and Tracy?
FC: Casey is my son, and Tracy's my sister's daughter. (RW-N: okay) And they're about the
same age. Ahd we took them on the farm to see if they'd like it, and they don't like it.

RW-N: Now, the grandfather that you were talking about, was that your father's father? Or your
mother's father?

FC: Well, the grandfather that lived with us late in his life was my mother's father. (RW-N: Uhhuh) But my father's father lived with us, too, when we were in the Washington Manor. He ... he
wasn't able to keep himself, and he lived with us.

RW-N: What was your favorite home when you were a child? I mean, you moved around a little
bit, but which is the one that you ... relate to the most?

FC: I think, I think it was the Washington Manor.
RW-N: What was that like?
FC : It was like fun all the tiine. All you had to do was be sure you went to Sunday School and
church on Sunday, do your homework, and whatever else you had to do, chores in the house.
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And at night you'd go out and play. And from the window my mother could see us on the
playground. And it was so many kids to play with, it was so much fun.

RW-N: Now, that was not apartments, was it?
FC: Yes, it's just like it is now. But only not dangerous to live in, you know. (RW-N: Yes.

okay) Yeah, it was apartments.
AB: What about getting, because that's near the river. Did your mother give you orders about

going to the river or anything like that?
FC: Only to my brother. He was like, his hobby right now is fishing. He loves being near the

water. But not us, we, you know, we never, the girls never thought of going that direction. In
fact, we were three houses from the street where the river is. We never went near it. And we
didn't hear about people drowning there like they do now, either. I guess everybody knew. Like
on Saturday evenings, when it was like in the Fall, we could build a little fire over on the
riverbank and cook potatoes and marshmallows. And everybody in the neighborhood, two or
three rows of houses, would go over there. That was fun.
AB: What about fights with the other kids? Were there many?
FC: We fought all the time. [chuckles] And my youngest sister, my mother had to tell her every

day when she goes out, ''Now, if you fight today, you won't get to go out tomorrow." Because
she fought all the time. But I remember they had a west side gang and an east side gang. And we
lived up here, we lived on the west side-east side. And there was a certain group of girls that
didn't like us. And this girl was going to beat Nellie up one day. I never will forget that. And
Nellie said, "Florence, run home and tell Momma." And while I was gone, they really beat her up.
And Momma said, "Well, you shouldn't have left her. You should have stayed and fought with
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her." [laughing] But it wasn't dangerous fights like, you know how children fight, that was all it
was.

RW-N: Did you have any special teachers? I mean, you said before you liked school. Do you
carry the memory of any teachers with you in a special away? Aside from the one who caused
you the embarrassment? [chuckling]

FC: When I was in high school I loved Chief Moore. What's his wife's name? (AB: Jo) Jo. Her
husband. And we loved Chief Moore.
AB: He was the coach, wasn't he?

FC: He was the coach and the science teacher.
RW-N: And what was his name?
i

FC: ChiefMoore.
RW-N: Chief, you called him? C-h-i-e-f?
FC: Un-huh, Chief Moore. And he was the teacher that you had to do his work, but you could
tell him things, like "my boyfriend didn't call me last night," and ''what do you think I ought to
do?" And he would tell us what we should do. [chuckles] He was real special with us.

RW-N: Was there any teacher who you have modeled yourself after?
FC: No, I can't think of. .. no.
RW-N: Not especially.
FC: Not especially.
AB: What about ladies or men in the neighborhood? Your parents? Friends of your friends, their

parents? How did they treat you? If you had a girlfriend. I mean, did you visit their homes and
what-not, and how did they ... ?
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FC: There were just certain people that we could visit. And those people knew my mother and
father. And even if they lived next door, we weren't allowed to visit inside their home without
permission. And ifwe were going, like if I was going to my friend Jackie's house, then my
mother called Jackie's mother and they had to get an okay that I was going to be there for a
certain length of time. And that's the way it was with all our friends growing up.

RW-N: And you did not stay over each other's houses at night?

FC: No. That was a no-no. (RW-N: Yeah) I don't know why.
RW-N: Well, I mean, that was, that was true when I was a child. We could hardly do that. And
it's kind of surprising now when you see how easily ... (FC: I know)
AB: Did you participate in your parents' social life? I mean, did friends come to visit your

parents, and were you all allowed to, to be with them when they came?

FC: Well, you know my mother had_a brother that lived in Rand, and every Sunday all the family,
his family and our family, would be together, like we'd dance in the house and we'd have cake or
something. We did a lot of visiting each other's homes as a group, as a family.
AB: What about birthdays? Birthday parties or Christmas celebrations or anything like that?

FC: My father ran the VFW, I think it was. It was on Broad Street at the time. And we had all
our birthday parties there at the place. And we thought that was real, real special, you know,
having it at a big club. Birthday's were real big, like Christmas with us.

RW-N: And who was invited? Family and friends?

FC: Friends.
RW-N: Friends. Uh-huh.

FC: And my mother was the supervisor. (chuckles] Like but all my friends would come,
-20-

everybody that you wanted to come, would be there.
AB: What about proms in school? Did you all go?

FC: We went to every one, and was happy to go, loved it. And then I had an aunt that lived near,
my mother's sister, that went to Simpson Church. And she wanted me to go. In the ninth grade
she wanted me to go with this boy named Carl Powell, and I didn't like him at all, and she was
gonna buy my dress. And I went with him, and that was the most boring prom. [laughing] But I
went because it was respect. But we went to everything. Everything that my mother okay'd, you
know.
AB: What did you all do during the summer when school was out?

FC: Mostly went to the country. We had to go up there. And when we got older, everybody
worked.
AB: What kind of jobs did you have?

FC: I ran an elevator at the Holley Hotel one summer. And I worked as a- we made sandwiches
for the governor when he was traveling; at Columbia Gas, I worked that one summer.

RW-N: Where is the Hobby Hotel?
FC: Holley Hotel. (RW-N: Holley. Oh, I'm sorry. Holley, yes) They tore it down. On Quarrier
Street. It was on Quarrier Street. Holley Hotel.

RW-N: And those were the jobs that your father frequently found for you?
FC: Well, no, he didn't find them. But, you know, we asked him would it be okay. I mean, is it
all right to work here, and he would say. Now, the one at the gas company he had somebody to
let us work there.

RW-N: So did you work while you were in high school?
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FC: Mmmh, eleventh grade.
RW-N: Were you allowed to keep the money that you earned? (FC: Yes) You didn't turn that in

to home, huh?

FC: No, you didn't have to.
RW-N: Didn't have to do that. (FC: No)
AB: When you decided that you were going to get married, did your folks take that well, or did

they say, "Oh, no, you don't need to get married?"

FC: Uh, let' s see. [chuckles] My mother and-my father would have passed already-my
mother loved my husband. You know, she thought he was such a good person. I didn't have any
problems with it.
RW-N: How old were you when you married?

FC: Twenty-nine.
RW-N: So you were finished college?

FC: Oh yeah, I was working.
RW-N: You had become a teacher already?

FC: Uh-huh.
RW-N: But you knew your husband from college days?

FC : From college days. (RW-N: You had met in college days.) And then he quit and came back
to college. Before our child was born, he finished college at State.
RW-N: And did he become a teacher, too?

FC : No. He went into the insurance business. And he works for Barry.. .what' s the mayor in
Washington?
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AB: Marion Barry.
FC: Marion Barry, he works for him now.
AB: When you ... in that period, when you were married, did you ever think about leaving West
Virginia?

FC: Two or three times I did, cause he wanted to work in North Carolina. And we went down there.
And he said, "This is not where I want to be." So we just came back. Like in the summer, seeing
what we wanted to do. And another time he wanted to move to Wheeling. And we went there and
he said, ''No, I don't think I want that, either." So, I was following him. I had no desire to .. .I mean,
wherever would have been all right.

AB: Where was your first teaching job?
FC: I taught in a place called Lincoln Heights in Cincinnati. After I couldn't get a job, my first year,
after I first graduated from college, I couldn't get a job here.

RW-N: What year was that?
FC: Sixty.
RW-N: 1960.
FC: 1960. And I went every day to see Ralph Brabbin, Personnel Director at the Board of
Education. And he'd say, "I'm sorry, I'm sorry, I don't have anything."

RW-N: Now, what's his name?
FC: Ralph Brabbin.
RW-N: Brabbin? Like B-r-a-b-b-n? No.
FC: ... b-b-i-n.
RW-N: ... b-b-i-n. And therewerejustnojobs?
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FC: No jobs for blacks.
RW-N: But that's not what he said, is it?
FC: No, that's the way I felt.
AB: That's the way it was. [chuckles]

FC: That's the way it was.
RW-N: He just said there were no jobs?
FC: No jobs. Nothing available. So I left here and went to Cincinnati. And I taught kindergarten
there for three years. And the only reason I ever left Cincinnati is I worked for the city and the
county didn't pay like in the summers. And we were a whole summer without pay once. So I
said I can't stay up here, either. I'd better go back home. When I came back that summer, I went
to the Board of Education and asked them for a job. And they put me out at, let's see, my first
job... Oh, they were building a new school called Ruffner Elementary on the hill. And he said,
"We need a first grade teacher there, if you can wait." Well, I couldn't wait, so I went to
Glenwood and taught. Miss Snow hired me, Mary Snow. And I taught that year and in the
summer we moved into the new school. Ruffuer. And then when I got pregnant, you couldn't
work when you were pregnant at that time. So I had to leave. I taught that year out. And if you
showed just a little bit, you couldn't work.

RW-N: Now, when you say Mary Snow hired you, she was the principal?
FC: Yes.
RW-N: Put that together for me. In 1960 you felt that you weren't getting jobs because you
were a black person. Mary Snow was in the schools by that time, though, right?
FC: Mary Snow could do anything.
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RW-N: Mary Snow could do anything.
FC: She could do anything.
RW-N: So she was special in that way, whatever that is, right? But you had a feeling that you
were not getting a job offer because you were a black person.

FC: I had ... the man that is the treasurer at the Board of Education now, he and his wife and I
were real good friends. And one day Connie and I decided we'd go up there and she said,
"Casey, when they look at your address and look at mine, they're not gonna hire you." We had
already discussed it before we went up there. And three days later they called Connie, and she
called me. She said, "I got a job. Will you go up here with me while I refuse it?" And we went
up there, and we told them we applied together, we had the same credentials, she went to West
Virginia U and I went to State, and did that make a difference? They said, ''No, nothing made a
difference." She said, "Well, I don't want the job cause she and I want to work together
whenever you get a job."

RW-N: Now, what was the difference in the address?
FC: That's what she told me. She said, "They're going to look at 614 Patrick Street and
something Sherwood Forrest and they're gonna say we better hire this one.

RW-N: Because of the address? Was she a black woman?
FC: No, she was white.
RW-N: Okay, that was a white address, is that what you're telling me?
FC: Mmm-hmm. (RW-N: Yeah, okay)
AB: By 1960 they would have been graduating white students from West Virginia State College
so they would not have been able to look at her transcript. See, in the old days, they looked at
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West Virginia State, they would know that she was a black person. (FC: black person) But by
this time, there were, if they could look at the transcript, they wouldn't know. So the address
would have been a clue.
FC: Uh-huh. Uh-huh. I remember when it was.

RW-N: But when you came back three years later, that, for whatever reason, wasn't an issue.
They did offer you a job then?

FC: I think they gave me a job because of Miss Snow. I've always felt that .. .I don't know.
[excuse me] Well, they gave me a job when I came back with no problem.

RW-N: Yeah, yeah, right. And you have worked in the area ever since, right?
FC: Um-hum.
AB: Where did you go after Glenwood?

FC: Well, let's see. I've been to, I went to ... from Glenwood to Ruffner-was a brand new
school. Then when I got pregnant I stayed out four years until he was going to kindergarten.
And then when he went to school, I went to Loudendale Elementary. And Mr. Brabbin told me,
he said, ''Now, you're going to be confronted with lots of black and white problems out there.
But if you want to go, here's a job." And I thought, "I'll go." And I worked out there. Those
people were so nice to me. In the summers, when school was out, they'd bring me all kind of
vegetables from their garden. And it was never a black and white problem out there. And uh,
from Loudendale I. .. I.. .I really felt that I needed to help black kids. Because I felt like I was
doing a good job and I needed to. Cause black kids are a little bit harder to understand, and
you've got to be real close to them before you can get them to learn anything. And that's when I
went to Fruth. I told Miss Snow I'd like to go there.
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RW-N: To where?
FC: Fruth Elementary School.
RW-N: F-r-u-t-h?
FC: Uh-huh, do you remember that one, Ancella? Fruth Elementary School. And I stayed there
until they tore it down; I don't know what year it was. And from there I went to Ta:ft ... Ta:ft
Elementary. And from Taft I went to Tiskelwah; I was back at home again. It was real close.
And the problem I had there was my son was in school. The principal would call... call me out of
my classroom, "Ms. Casey, I've got a problem with your son. He hasn't eaten anything all day.
Ms. Casey, I've got a problem with your son." So I said, "I'll leave the school and let him grow
up by himself, and then I'll come back when he's :finished." And that's what I did. So that he,
you know, ifhe wanted to be bad and get punished, fine, you know, let him do it. [chuckles]
RW-N: Did you move around from school to school more than most people?
FC:No.
RW-N: No. And you didn't mind moving around?
FC:No.
RW-N: No. And some of that you, you asked for and some was just the school district just
changed around?
FC: Just changed. It wasn't like I was being push, push, push from place to place.
RW-N: No, it was fine with you. (FC: uh-huh)
AB: Florence, what about race when you were growing up? How did you feel?
FC: I don't know. We never, we never thought about other people, you know, like uh, cause our
best friends right across the street and on Kemp, were white people. And we played with them
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just like ... like anybody else. We just didn't think of it.

RW-N: But most of the people around you where you grew up were black people?
FC: Were black, and it...
RW-N: And some white people.
FC: Uh-huh, three or four white families. And they were all, we were all just like a great big
family on the street growing up.

RW-N: You know, I have read a lot of books and more particularly in the last few years written
by black women mostly. And a lot of times in those books they say, "I remember the first time
that I was aware of being black and being different." But you don't seem to be saying you had
that. .. and then they will cite in their book a certain kind of experience. Do you ... ?

FC: I don't know whether I just didn't pay attention to it or what. But I don't remember (RWN: Yeah, you don't remember anything like that) an incident like where you could say "Well, I
felt like I was black, I. .. "
AB: No name calling?

FC: Mm-hmm. We just...1 don't know. (RW-N: Yeah) It's later like in life now you know all
these things that...

RW-N: Well, in 1960, you were (FC: graduated) aware then when you looked for a job, were
you aware then that you weren't being offered a job because you were black?

FC: Older people would tell me, "That's why you can't have a job."
RW-N: Oh, I see, okay. So it wasn't so much that you (FC: my feelings) were aware of it except
you were being told that, (FC: uh-huh. I was told that.) and now that you look back on it, you
believe that.
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FC: I believe it. [chuckles]
RW-N: So you believe that. So you've become more aware of that.
FC: I was dumb and didn't realize it.
AB: What about segregated experiences when you were growing up? Movies and places you
couldn't go. [Telephone call seems to have caused slight discontinuity of content]
RW-N: Colored Day at Camden Park.
AB: ... at Camden Park. One day during the summer. And the Sunday Schools and ...
RW-N: The rest of the time you couldn't go?
AB: Oh, absolutely not. But, see, I'm older than Florence, and so my experiences might...
FC: We didn't have a Colored Day, but we did have, our swimming pool was limited to, you
know, the faucet-like thing they put in the middle of the street and you just play around in it?
AB: Sort of fire hydrant, like.
FC: Like that. That's what ...
RW-N: You mean in Charleston, you could not go to the pools?
FC and AB: No.
RW-N: That was in what? The late 1950's, right?
FC: '50's ....
AB: When I first came here, they had the big thing over at the, across the river, uh ...
FC: At Rock Lake Pool; we started at First Baptist Church. Martin Luther King was here. And
we walked, we marched from First Baptist down this boulevard to Rock Lake Pool. And what
we were gonna to do was let a black girl who looked like she was white, go in the pool. And then
we were going to say, and that's exactly what happened. Ah, we let her go in. She pretended to
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be white and they let her in. We just wanted to show 'em that a black person could go in the
water. But we weren't-at movies, the one down on Summers Street, Capitol or Virginian, it
was a big pole at the top, and we, we, colored seats were like from the pole behind to the top.
And that's where we went to movies. And I don't remember us being anything but just going to
see the movie. We didn't care.
AB: But you also had the Ferguson?

FC: Yeah, we did have the Ferguson when we were younger.
RW-N: Now, is that a movie house?

FC: That's a black. ..
AB: And there was one on the west side that [inaudible name]. ..

FC: Uh-huh, oh, I can't think of the name of it; I can't think of the name of that movie. But we
had that when I was in high school. And the Ferguson, the Ferguson Theater was there on the
comer when I was in high school.

RW-N: And these theaters were run by black people? (FC: Mmmh) And black people went to
them and white people did not go to them. And you could go to the others, too, but you had to
sit in a certain place. (FC: Sit in a certain place) And you just sort of took that for that's the way
the world is, huh, is that, I mean ...

FC: I, I; I think that's what we did. I don't ever remember complaining about where we had to
sit. But when we look back on it now, we think how terrible, but ah ...
AB: What about roller skating?

FC: There was one place. We couldn't go to Mid-Town Roller Skate, that was downtown. We
had one of our own in St. Albans, in Arnandaville. And people my age can really skate, cause
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that's what we did. We did a lot of skating, roller skating ... in St. Albans. That's the only place
we could go. But I remember later on they opened it up to blacks, and then the next year they
closed it completely. No more roller skating. I don't know what happened. I don't know
whether I was naive or what it was. It just that I didn't ...

RW-N: Well, have there been times in your life when you have been angry because you feel
you've not been treated fairly as a black person?

FC: I'm sure it is.
RW-N: But they don't stand out in your mind?
FC: Nowadays I have those feelings. (RW-N: Nowadays) Uh-huh. When I was growing up and
working, I can remember kids saying to me, like when I was at Ruffuer, "Miss Casey, you know
those colored people that live down there that had a car wreck and they mashed their fingers in
the door, and my mother said, "that's good enough for 'em." And I wondered what. .. what and
who they thought I was.

RW-N: Now, these were white children saying this to you?
FC: Mmm-hmm.
AB: What about medical care, Florence? When you were a kid, ifyou ... doctors, dentists,
hospitals, how was that handled?

END TAPE 1- SIDE 2
BEGIN TAPE 2 - SIDE 1
RW-N: I was missing what you had asked. Do you recall or do you want me to wait for a
minute?

AB: What was I asking about?
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RW-N: This is, Florence Casey, it's tape 2, A side. You were asking about...I'mnot sure.
AB: We were talking about (FC: You were telling about Huntington and the movies). We were
really talking about segregated experiences while you were growing up in Charleston. And so ...

FC: Mmm-hmm. We had so many things to do, I don't think we even thought about it. You
know, the many things that...

RW-N: How old were you when. you became more aware of that? Or did it come so slowly that
you can't really.... You said now you're certainly aware of it.

FC: Okay, in my, when my child was in like high school, then I'm seeing like things that, they
probably happened and I wasn't aware. I mean, I didn't, didn't even think of it. And nowadays,
I'm finding so many people ... so much prejudice in the school system.

AB: Do you think it is different now, Florence, or do you ...
FC: I'mjust aware ofit. I don't think it's any different. I think it's been like this. I've just
not.. .I don't know what I was doing that I wasn't paying attention to it.

AB: Could we back up and let me change the subject? One of the things that I'm curious about is
how did you handle your, and your mother, handle the physical development with the girls in the
family? Were you told about your menstrual period? Were you told about sex?

FC: We were told about our menstrual period because we weren't allowed to ride a bicycle, take
a bath ... you couldn't play hard, running or anything, on those four days ... as each girl...you
know .. .

AB: Did you know what was going to happen before your menstrual period began?
FC: Mmm-hmm, my mother told us about it. In fact, she told us all at the same time when the
first one started, that this would happen. you know, with us. Because, you know, I was a big-32-

built person, which meant I could have started any time right after my sister.
AB: And Carolyn was told at the same time, and Sylvia, too?

FC: Carolyn was told the same time.
AB: What about sex? Did your mother ... how did she handle that, when boys were coming

around and what-not?

FC: I don't know. They were always in the living room with you-you were never left.
[laughter] I don't know how they handled that, other they were there all the time. And you said
goodnight at the door and they went home.
AB: But nobody cautioned you about getting pregnant or anything like that?

FC: No. No.
RW-N: Did your girlfriends ... did you talk with girlfriends about those kinds of things?
FC: Well, we weren't allowed to run around with girls like that. When they talked about it, it
was so fascinating to hear, you know, that they did something with boys, and something that
we ... we weren't interested in that at the time.

RW-N: When did you get interested in that? [laughter]
FC: Probably in junior high.
AB: Could you talk with your mother about...if a boy tried to kiss you, did you tell your mother

things like that?

FC: Mmm-hmm. We would tell Momma, "Well, he tried to kiss me," and she said, "Yeah, I saw
him," you know things like that. It wasn't a big secret, and it wasn't...a hush-hush thing that you
did it.

AB : Do you think your dad ... was he involved in any of..?
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FC: He was not involved at all. In fact, my, my boyfriend in junior high would go like in the
evenings, he lived up in the east end, he'd go over to my dad's shop and work until time to go,
until he closed at night...just to be doing something with my father. And he liked him. They were
invited to dinner on Sunday and little things like that. They could take you to the movies.
RW-N: What did you like best about your father? Now that you think back or then or now that
you think of him?
FC: When he would watch T. V. with us in the evenings and uh he would tell us stories about
when he was on the farm and it pertained to something that was on television, and we'd laugh and
think he was really silly growing up. But we enjoyed that.
AB: Were you afraid of your father?

FC:No.
AB: Did he ever whip you?

FC:No.
AB: Did your mom ever whip you?

FC: [laughter] Yes. Momma did all the whipping. We weren't afraid of our father, but ifhe told
my mother, "That child needs a whipping for that," then that's what happened. He thought even
with my brother that my mother should whip him, not him.
AB: Did you ... did you love your father in terms of being able to kiss him goodnight, or. .. touch his
hair, or anything like that?
FC: Cut his toenails and put lotion on his legs in the evenings, comb his hair ... do everything to

him, yeah. We all did that, all of the girls.
AB : Did you do the same with your mother?
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FC: Mmm-hmm; yeah, we still do. Because I bought a little bow to put on my mother's hair,
and my brother .said .. I said," [name or nickname of brother inaudible] she got mad at me, she
wouldn't let me put that ribbon in her hair." And he said, "Well, she's not a toy and a doll baby
[laughing]for you to play with." But we still do that for her. She has real long hair, like your
Indian hair. We just love to comb it.
RW-N: What did you ... or did you ever have any quarrels with your Mother? Or your father? I'd
like to hear about both. Were there ever times when things were kind of rough, or issues?
FC: My mother let, my mother used to-, my father worked at night over at the gas company, and
he would ride with my uncle to work. And he'd leave his car. And I'd-we would want to use
his car. And my mother would trust us at some time, and let us take his car and go where we had
to go and then come back. And not to tell him; he wasn't supposed to know that we used the car.
But on the other hand, like when we went places, he always would let me drive, and my brother.
He didn't trust Nellie and Carolyn, but he let me. I did a whole lot of things with my father. He'd
work on his car and I would help him and those kinds of things.
AB: Did your father like your husband?

FC: He was dead before I married.
AB: What about cooking? Did your mother. .. did you all do any cooking when you were growing

up?
FC: That was Nellie's job. She had to do all the cooking. And we had to eat whatever she
cooked. And ah, well, we did things like, you had to take Home Ee in junior high and high
school. And whatever we did at school, we could come home and make cookies and things like
that. But say for a dinner, that was Nellie's job, the older.
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RW-N: What was your job?
FC: I didn't have one. I was in between.
RW-N: But you did have chores?
FC: I kind of just watched my little sister, you know, and did things with her.
RW-N: Now, this little sister is where now?
FC: She lives in Frederick, Maryland. (RW-N: Uh-huh) She teaches.
RW-N: And she's a teacher?
FC: She teaches tenth grade.
RW-N: So in your family, all the girls had some kind of a profession? (FC: Mmm-hmm) That

did not happen with your brother because he didn't hang in, didn't go to college?
FC: Didn't go, he quit.
RW-N: When you look back on your mother and father's marriage, do you, would you say they

had a happy marriage? I mean, I think that's hard to say, a little bit, about your parents. But how
do you feel about that?
FC: I think they did. Because they did so many things together. You know, it was ... they were

either going to the country or going to visit some relatives. But it was mostly a family thing. If
they went, we did, too. We didn't, we weren't allowed to stay with other people, no babysitters.
As far as I know, they did. You know, other than ...
RW-N: Their lives kind of went around the family .. .! mean, kind of family-oriented, they didn't

both have different kinds of a lot of interests and things like that?
FC: No, it was the family. Whatever one did, the other one went with them.
AB: Did they go out like to the VFW? You said your father was ...
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FC: My mother would help him at the VFW on Saturday nights, if she felt safe for us to be with
my cousin named Katherine-she passed last year. But maybe on Saturday nights she would go
up there. But when, in the daytime, when they both were there, we had to come there after
school and sit down and wait until my mother got ready to go home. She didn't believe in
babysitters. And I was lucky, I didn't have to worry with that, too; she kept my son after he was
born.

AB: Nelson [referring to AB's husband] always says that he didn't know that he was poor when
he was growing up in Huntington. Did you feel anything about what you had versus what other
kids had or so?

FC: No, we all had the same thing, seemed like to me. I went through an age where ifwe were
friends, we'd go, you'd come to my house and you'd say, "Let me wear that skirt tomorrow," and
then I'd go to your house and you'd wear mine, and we did .. .l don't...! never felt like I didn't
have something.

AB: Christmas wasn't a stressful time in your family?
FC: No. No. My father loved Christmas. And it was real big. Ifwe had to do without
something else, we had lots of things at Christmas. I don't remember what we had to do without.
But we had everything at Christmas time.

AB: Always had a tree?
FC: Always had a tree.
AB: And did the family come together to decorate the tree?
FC: That was Nellie's job, and it still is. She likes to do it. And we just don't take the job from
her, just let her do it.
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RW-N: Were you ever told by your mother and father, "Well, we don' t have much, but we have a

happy family?" . (FC: No, no) Not particularly. I'm drawing that-by the way, I'm asking you that
because I remember being told that by my mother and father. I think if they hadn't told me, I
wouldn't have started to think about it. [laughter]
FC: No, we weren't told that. A lot of things they say 'no, we couldn't have,' and we just

understood we couldn't have it.
RW-N: Because you couldn't afford it?
FC: Couldn't afford it, yes. (RW-N: Yeah)
AB: Did your father always have a car when you were a small child?

E£:

Always. And a truck. A car and a truck.

RW-N: So you didn't have a sense in your community that there were the people who had a lot,

and people who didn't have very much. (FC: No, no) Did you have any sense about how the
community was seen or broken up into groups, any kind of groups? Not rich, poor, Baptist,
Methodist, good side of the track, bad side of the track? Anything like that?
FC: I don't know. When we lived in the Washington Manor, seems like all the black-, well, it

was a black side and a white side; we lived on the black side. Everybody there went to-it's Shiloh
now-Young Street Baptist Church, which meant all the kids were at that church. And
everybody did the same thing. Like if we all went to the movies or we all went to a party, certain
party.
AB: When you say ''white side," you mean that the manor was separated and the whites were ... ?
FC: It was divided. Like I think it's Jeffries Court now, you go straight through ... this side is

white side, and over here was the black side.
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AB: Did you all ever play with any of the white kids?

FC: No. We never even thought about them. And if their ball would come over on the black
side, they'd just come and get it and go on back. I don't remember problems with that.
AB: And there were no quarreling parents?

FC: Not when we were growing up in there.
AB: Florence, what about color as a black person, and hair as a black person? Now, your family

always had a lot of hair.

FC: We had a lot of hair, but light-skinned people with good hair were treated probably as white
people. You know, it was a problem because I was talking to Betty James. And she was saying
when she was in school, they would say-[coughs] excuse me-"Oh, that yellow ... yellow girl,"
she'd just be

a light-skinned person.

AB: Betty was fair-skinned, you may remember her. And her hair was brown, brownish ...

FC: A sandy brown-like. And she said she got many, many beatings at school, from darkskinned black people that didn't like her because she was light-skinned.
AB: And that was not anything that you-, that came into your life when you were growing up?

· FC: I don't remember it. Later they were going to have something for Miss Norman at...John C.
Norman at the First Baptist Church. And a girl asked me, "Why are you helping her? She didn't
like dark-skinned people." And I never knew it. She asked me to be the leader of the speech
choir that was real popular with her. And I thought, you know, I don't know why they said that.
Somebody has felt that way.
AB: Mmrn-hmm. But there was not anything that came into your life?

FC : No.
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RW-N: Now, when you went to, to college, when you started to college, you knew ahead of time

that you wanted to go to college? (FC: Mmm-hmm) But...you liked school. Did you know that
you wanted to be a teacher?
FC: No, I wanted to be a secretary.
RW~N: You wanted to be a secretary. Where did you get that idea from?
FC: I don't know. In high school. I thought I could type real good, and I wanted to be a

secretary. And I can remember when we would go down to Huntington with the speech choir.
And I'd take all the boys in the room and I'd say, ''Now, I'm the teacher." This was like in high
school. "And you all sit down, and we're gonna to talk about things." And they tell me today
that...you know, I started a long time ago being a teacher.
RW-N: But you weren't, you were not aware of that particularly? (FC: I wasn't) So how did

you make your way into that? Into the teaching field?
FC: There was a lady named Miss Haley down at State. (RW-N: Miss Haley?) Haley.
RW-N: Like H-a-1-e-y?
FC: .. .1-e-y. She was so lady-like and so .. .I just wanted to be a teacher just like her. She was so

good with ah. . . . I called her one time, I said, "Miss Haley, I have a real bad fever and I can't
come to school today, and I think it's about a hundred and ten or something like that." She said,
[chuckling] "You wouldn't be talking on the phone. Now, you stop that and go get your clothes
on and get down to this class." She was ... she was a nice person. But she ... she really made you a
good teacher.
RW-N: Now, she taught in teacher education?

FC: At West Virginia State.
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RW-N: So how did ... in order to get in her, to her classes, though, you'd have had to made the

decision already that you were going to be a teacher, right?
FC: I think I started out in just general courses. (RW-N: Uh-huh) Like ... yeah, started out in

general courses. And after seeing Miss Haley, I said, "I wanna go into teaching. I think I'd like
that."
RW-N: And what was there again about her that you liked?
FC: Oh, she was just so lady-like and positive, you know, do this, excuse me, this needs to be

done right now. And I thought, "That's the way I'd like to be." [chuckling]

AB: Now, Florence, when Nellie went to West Virginia State to work, she went as Mr.
Anderson's secretary, didn't she? Didn't she work with him?
FC: Yes, she was ... she was in the Registrar's office, but as Mr. Anderson's secretary the first

time.

AB: Would her being a secretary have had any influence on you to make you want to be a
secretary?
FC: Well, it could have. I never thought of it; it could have been that I wanted to be a secretary

because she was. It could have been.

AB: Were there any, uh any other professional people before in your .. .l mean, were there any
teachers in your family ... ?
FC: All my mother's sisters and brothers were principals or teachers.

AB: So you had that, those role models in your own family?
FC: Uh-huh, they were all there.

AB: Were they here? Were you acquainted with them? Were they here?
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FC: Yes, my Aunt Cleo that taught in Beckley. We were allowed to visit her sometimes ifmy

mother and father went up there. And my Aunt Eddie ... and she was a teacher at A & T College,
AT&T.
AB: In North Carolina? (FC: In North Carolina) A & T. Uh-huh.
FC: No, it's A & T College.
AB: She was a college professor?
FC: She was a college teacher.
RW-N: And this was your mother's sister?
FC: Sister, uh-huh. And her other sister in Beckley taught at the elementary school there. And

her other sister in Portsmouth, Ohio, had a doll shop. She took old dolls and made them into ...
just redid them. So everybody did something.
RW-N: So you had some professional, some professions in your family, some professions in your

family, in, in the previous generation, right? (FC: Mmm-hmm) Did your mother and father just
absolutely expect that you all would go on to college or did you have a choice? If you went, you
were going to go locally, but was that open before you had to make that decision?
FC: Well, we were told we had to go to college. You can't get any work if you don't. (RW-N:

Uh-huh) And so, you know, we went.
AB: You always expected to work?
FC: Mmm-hmm.
AB: From, from the beginning, I mean you, (FC: always) you never thought that you would be a

housewife, like, because your mother was a housewife.
FC: I never wanted to be. No, I didn't want to be around the house all day. Never.
-42-

RW-N: Why not?
FC: I don't know. It, it. ..
RW-N: Because you, you clearly said, "I'd like to think I'm like my mother," but in that way
you' re not like your mother.
FC: But not like that. I wouldn't want to be at home all day. I'm not an at-home person, like
now I like to .. .I like sororities and I like to go. And as my mother gets older, she doesn't like any
of that, you know. She doesn't do any of that now. But...

RW-N: But did she also go out of the house a lot? Or belong to groups or organizations?
FC:No.

RW-N: No, she was more of a homebody?
FC: She was at home, I mean, like 24 hour job was taking care ofus, telling us what to do.
RW-N: Was that unusual, by the way? I mean, like with your friends, were their mothers also
staying at home?

FC: Their parents all worked, their mothers.
;·,RW-N: So your mother was the unusual one?
FC: She was.
RW-N: Do you know why that came about?
FC: Myfather didn't want her to work. He said, "If you're going to have children, you have to
be at home to take care of them." So he just ...

RW-N: But that seemed okay with her, as far as you know? (FC: Mmm-hmm) But you expected
to work?
FC: Yeah, I knew I had to. [laughing]
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RW-N: So once you decided to be a teacher, you sort of stayed on track then, right? And that

was a decision you just went forward with?
FC: Yes.
RW-N: You didn't go back and forth on it?
FC: No, I decided that's what I wanted to do. And then I had a notion that I wanted to teach

just black children. I don't know why. I felt like they're not getting anything. And I had seen
times and places where they were just pushed back because they didn't know enough, and they
were showing off, or they were doing things they shouldn't be doing, because they didn't know.
RW-N: So you were aware of those feelings when you were quite young?
FC: Well, it was like after I started teaching in the county, (RW-N: Yes, oh, I see) from place to

place, I would see black kids treated ... cause I, I didn't teach any black kids until I went to Fruth.
And I had been teaching like five or six years then. But they needed so much help, I felt. And
they still do.
RW-N: Why do you feel that they needed more help?
FC: Nobody's paying attention to them.
RW-N: Mmm-hmm. You mean like at home, either?
FC: At home. (RW-N: Uh-huh) Here's what I think that parents think now. The teacher is fine,

I'm going to work on finding them something to eat, something to wear, and a place to live, and
let the teacher teach them. I think they feel like that. I don't know.
AB: When uh, when you were going to school as a kid, was your mother involved with PTA and

what-not?
FC: Both Mother and Father had to go. Well, we thought they did cause they always went.
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[laughter] Yeah, they went to every PTA and projects that schools would have. And ... they were
involved, and my mother directed the halloween party at Daniel Boone ... not Daniel Boone ...
Donally Street playground. She would dress up and have all the people to come around and have
a bonfire and .... They were just part of everything that we did. Both of them.
RW-N: Can you tell us a little bit more about what your college experiences were? Was State

integrated when you started?
FC: When Nellie went to, my older sister went to college, she had a choice. She could stay on

the campus, and she didn't want to. But I wanted to, and I, they wouldn't let me.
RW-N: You mean your parents ... ?
FC: My parents wouldn't let me. They said they only had enough money for me to go down, but

not stay on the campus. And the scholarship didn't cover all of that at that time. But uh .. .I went,
I usually spent every weekend down there anyway. When I'd go back and forth every day and not
think anything about it. In fact, there was a group of people from Charleston that would go and
drive down to State. And then Nellie worked two years and she bought me a car to go back and
forth to school. And then after I worked two years, I bought my sister a car to go back and forth
to school.
AB: So you were involved with college activities, although you lived in town?

FC: Oh, yes, everything. Nellie wasn't. I enjoyed it. In fact, I went in the sorority in college.

And everything they had I was involved in it at the school.
RW-N: And State was integrated when you began?
FC: Well, we could count the whites then. (RW-N: Yes) Four or five, that had just started.

They'd graduated with us, and then after that, I think it began to get bigger and bigger, after that.
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AB: Um-huh. Yeah, a few the first year and more each year. (FC: each year, mm-hmm)
RW-N: So you felt like you were at a college that was mostly still black, right, during
those years?

FC: Oh, yes, because the good times we had, it was ...all black.
RW-N: That was a comfortable, good place for you. And you met the man who you would
marry later there, right?

FC: I met him there.
RW-N: And how long were you married?
FC: Nine years.
RW-N: Uh-huh. During which time you moved around a little bit?

Oh, you just you just went

to visit

FC: We only went in the summers to see if that's where he wants to go. (RW-N: to visit, to visit,
yes)

AB: But you lived in Charleston during ...
FC: We lived here in Charleston when we were married.
AB: Does your son call your mother grandmother or mother?

FC: He calls her Granny.
AB: Granny. And does he call you Mother?
FC: Mmm-hmm. He calls me Momma. [chuckling] He' s like the baby in our family, but he still
calls my mother Granny.

AB: Does he have a very special place in the family?
FC: My go odness, yes. My brother's first and then he's right under him. [laughter]
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AB: Does your brother have any sons?

FC: He has a son.
AB: And does his son have the same relationship that. ..I still want to say

"Casey-boy." [laughter] [phone interruption]
FC: And if you would say that, he would say, that's somebody your age, Momma. [recorder
beeping]
END TAPE 2 - SIDE 1
BEGIN TAPE 2 - SIDE 2
FC: ... different people's houses. [laughter]
AB: You mean you always went courting with him?
FC: Yes, we went courting with him. [laughing] Yes, cause when he cried-when he married, it

was like a funeral. Our whole family just cried all through the ceremony.

RW-N: Now, who was this? Your brother?
FC: My brother.

RW-N: But this was, you were crying because this was a sad event or a happy event?
FC: It was a sad event for him to be gone from us. (RW-N: to be gone from us, yes) And he's

been married 42 years to her. It's a long time. (AB: a long time)

RW-N: And she has fit in with your family?
FC: She does.
RW-N: And now you live next to him anyhow, right?
FC: Yes. Well, he never wanted to move. He always wanted to be near my mother. And that
house was on the market, and he said "I'll buy it and stay right there. You won't have to worry
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about it." Now, we can go out our back door and he can come out his back door in the same
yard.
AB: Now, Sylvia hadn't, she never married, she had no children.
FC: She didn't marry; Casey-boy was her child.
RW-N: Now, I'm confused again: Sylvia is ...
AB: Their adopted sister, (FC: My cousin) (RW-N: the cousin who came to live with them, yes.)

And her sister, did not have children?
FC: She has a child in a-she has a son in eighth grade, I think he is, eighth grade, at Dunbar

Junior High.
AB: And are you as close to her as you were with Sylvia?
FC: No. No,:she was kind of a loner. She didn't run with Caroline, my younger sister, or my-,

Sylvia and I and Caroline ran together. When I say run together, we went to the parties and the
movies and things together.
RW-N: So you have been a teacher how many years now?
FC: This is my thirty-fourth.
RW-N: Thirty-fourth year.
AB: And do you see any of the kids that you had when they were little ones?
FC: Mntrn-hmm, I'm teaching grandchildren now. (AB: Are you?) Uh-huh. And I've had kids

like this little boy that was so sweet out at Loudendale, and he had a hard time learning so I
would take him home with me
AB: This is a white student?
FC:

A white student, and, two days out of the week, until we got him
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up on grade level.

And

he went to George Washington High School. And he used to call me and he said, "I'm having
such a hard time. They call me a creeker and they do everything to me," he said, "but I'm going
to still make it." And he graduated from high school and went to a seminar and became a
minister. And when he did, I went to hear his first sermon in New Jersey. Cause he wanted his
first grade teacher there.

AB: So do you still hear from him?
FC: Mmm-hmm, keep in touch with him; to most ofmy kids. I can go to West Virginia U. right
now and most of those boys up there know me. (AB: Were your students.) Uh-huh. Were my
students.

AB: Do you ... you hear from the black students as well as the white students?
FC: The black students know me, but no, not like I do the white ones. I don't know why. But
uh, well, the black students are still around in the area. But the white students that have moved
on, they keep in touch. There's a little girl in Colorado that tells me, "I had another baby." She'll
call and she's been in touch since she was in the 2nd grade.
AB: Did you ever babysit when you were in high school?

FC: Yes, but it would just be next door or across the street. We couldn't go anywhere and
babysit. In fact, there's a lady that's an aide that teaches at our school now, that we used to
babysit her ... her kids. And she tells people ... "She's a teacher now, but she was my babysitter
when my kids grew up." [chuckling]

AB: And you joined the sorority in college?
FC: Uh-huh. (AB: What?) AKA.

AB: You're AKA. Was that because of the AKA scholarship? Because Nellie' s a Delta.
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FC: I know. [chuckle] And Caroline's an AKA. No, that wasn't the reason. I just liked all the
girls that were AKA.

AB: Are you active now?
FC: No, no. Two or three, four years I haven't been active because I don't see what they do.
You know.. .l don't know wh...they don't do anything. Like helping people .... And I think
we .. .I think we need to help people if we can. And they don't.

AB: What about Caroline? Is she active?
FC: No. Just pay your dues and stay financial, that's all.
AB: You a life member?
FC: No, not yet. I'm going-, I'm going to try to do that. Not yet. Are you?
AB: I'm not active, but I do have a life membership. I bought it when it was cheap. [chuckling]
FC: When was it cheap?
AB: Well, they were $500 when I bought it, but now it's ...
FC: Well, I think Sandra Davis did, too. She-Evans-she got it for $500.
AB: But now it's got to be up over a thousand.
FC: Oh, gosh.

RW-N: The school that you work in now, are there mostly black children?
FC: It's half and half
RW-N: It's half and half.
FC: About half and half
RW-N: I'm interested in what you said about...I mean, you do have a sense of wanting to help
people. And particularly wanting to help black children as a teacher, right? And you certainly
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continue to do that. And you're aware of that, right? You're doing this because you want to do
it?

FC: Right.
RW-N: Are there other things in your life ... ? Now, you have really painted a picture of yourself,
you really like to be out of the house and doing things and being active. What is your life like
now? Obviously you teach and that takes a lot of energy, I'm sure.
FC: Well, I go to every play and the symphony, and music, everything that goes on (RW-N: in
town?) in town.

RW-N: In town. So you still are following that pattern? You're still going out a lot and doing
things?
FC: Mmm-hmin. And I decorate for parties and dances and ... that's my second field.

AB: You decorate where? You mean...
FC: Usually for the AKA's cotillion ball.
AB: Even though you're not active, you go back and do that?
FC: I still do it. I don't know that I should keep doing it, but I enjoy it.
AB: Are you a member of any other service club? Of AKA's, anything ... do you have a church
relationship now, or is that...?

FC: Ebenezer Baptist Church. I was superintendent of Sunday School, and I quit because they
weren't getting the children to come to Sunday School, and we couldn't. .. I mean, we had
planned breakfast for them and you had to go pick them up. And it was getting harder and harder
as you get older to go get those kids and bring them and try to teach them. I started a little group
on Thursday night where I just helped them with homework. Cause there's a need to help. And
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somebody in the church decided that they needed to learn the Bible if you've got that many kids
there. And they took it as a Bible thing, and the kids stopped coming. So you couldn't do
anything about that. So I just said, "Well, let somebody else try."
AB: This strong feeling that you have, a need to help and want to be a part of organizations and

what-not that are helping organizations, or not to be a part if they don't help, where do you think
that came from? Where did you get that from?
FC: I don't know. I don't know where I get it. But I have .. .l have seen, over the years, a need
to help kids that ... like when I first went on a-Dr. Marble first came, the superintendent, first
came to Tiskelwah, she had the feeling like, well, these kids are never going to get to go to the
symphony. So we'll call and get tickets and who'll take them? I'll take them. I'll take my time
and take them so they can be exposed since they won't go. And we've taken them to uh, the,
we've taken them to COSI in Columbus, the science center, trying to lift them up, you know,
where they need help. And we've taken them to places that we know the parents can't afford and
are not interested in. They go to every community music series here. And I usually volunteer to
take them so that they can go, because you have to have a teacher for them to go.
RW-N: Now, are these black and white children?
FC: Mmm-hmm, yes. I don't know, you know, color, whether black or white goes. It's just the
children that we have in school there now. (RW-N: Yes)
AB: When you were growing up in Charleston-I don't know how long Charleston has had a

symphony, but was there ever any, were there activities out in the city that you could participate
in as a school? I mean, did they take you to the what? circus, or to the library story hour or
whatever?
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FC: I don't remember that. I don't remember ever going. And that may be why I want them to
go. [chuckles] No, but I don't remember going, that we could go to anything like that. I don't
remember it.
AB: Are the kids that you teach now, are they in need of clothing? I mean, or eye glasses? Or do

you have to provide ... ?

FC: They do provide, but those kids only need love and attention. They have
Tommy Hilfiger, the latest Guess, the latest all clothing. And no respect for adults, no manners.
They aren't taught table manners, nothing like that. And what you try to do is you just lift them
up by exposing them to things that you think would make them a little bit better.
AB: Now, during the summer do you get a chance to travel or how do you use your summers

now?

FC: Now, I usually stay with my mother while Nellie works. And we let the man that helps her in
the winter go. But before then, I would, before Casey got.Jet me see, he might have been in the
11th grade, we had been to every state. We'd take a map and when school was out, say "What
state do you want to go this year?'' And we'd decide, and see ifwe had any relatives there, and
that's what we did. We traveled the United States before. But now I stay with my mother.
AB: Did you do that as enrichment for him or because there was something you wanted to do, to

travel?

!£:

Both, he needed the exposure. And I didn't mind traveling, you know, wherever he wanted

to go.

RW-N: Did you like it? I mean, probably some of those places you had not had an opportunity to
visit, either. So some of that was new to you, too? Or had you pretty much covered it all?
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FC:

I had done a lot of traveling (RW-N: You had done a lot of traveling ... ) because I liked to.

I've never been overseas. But he spent 7 years over, 6 or 7, years overseas.

AB: You glad to have him back home?
FC: [chuckling softly] Mmm-hmm, yeah, I am. He .. .l thought he was a baby, but he lived
overseas by himself, and he did okay. [laughing] And my mother would call him every day when
he was in Iceland. (AB: Really!) Every day. And I said, "Mom, I'm sorry, but I can't help to pay
this telephone bill." "It's my grandson and my phone, and I'll do as I please." So I thought,
"Okay."

RW-N: Ahh, so she continued to do that, huh?
FC: The whole two years he was in Iceland she talked to him every day. And he would say,
"Granny, are you sneaking and calling me?" And she'd say, "You know I don't have to sneak and
call." [laughing]

RW-N: Well, is this a good place to stop? You probably-have you come right from work
today?

FC: uh-huh.

END OF TAPE 2- SIDE 2
END OF INTERVIEW #1
BEGIN TAPE 3 - SIDE 1 [April 28, 1997]
RW-N:

... Florence Casey, Rita Wicks-Nelson, and Ancella Bickley.

FC: He played basketball for Greenbrier East. His, his parents are still living there (AB: Uh-huh),
and they're related on my mother's side. [Comment pertains to conversation that had begun
while tape was being adjusted]
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RW-N: Florence, you were saying that your grandparents lived, your grandfather .. .is that ... on
what side of the family?

FC: On my mother's side.
RW-N: On your mother's side. Lived where?
FC: In Lewisburg, West Virginia.
RW-N: In Lewisburg. So her family came from Lewisburg. Your father's family came from ...
FC: Red Sulphur Springs.
RW-N: Red Sulphur Springs.
AB: Which is nearby. (FC: Right close)
RW-N: What about...where did they come from before? I mean, were they just there a long
time? Did they come from other states?

FC: I think my father's people lived in Red Sulphur.
AB: Were they slaves, Florence?
FC: No.
AB: Always free people then?
RW-N: Do you know anything about that?
FC: No, I don't. I don't know anything about that. I don't know about my grandfather in
Lewisburg. No, he wasn't, he wasn't that old.

Uh-uh, he was a free man.

RW-N: That's where you know them from? (FC: right) They had apparently been there for some
time ... would be your best guess?

FC: Probably.
RW-N: And they were fre e men? (FC: yes) .. .and women.
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FC: I don't know anything about the background of slavery.
AB: In your family at all?

FC: I don't know, it could have been, but I've never heard anybody say about anything like that.
AB: We were talking about your mother and her Native American perhaps connection. Do you

have any idea how that would have been, what part of the family?

FC: No; I don't know.
AB: Did you know your mother's parents?

FC: No, my mother's mother died when she was three years old, and my father left her with
another family to ... he came to see about her, but he left her with a lady to raise her. Because he
didn't remarry or anything. Later in life he remarried, though. To the grandmother that made us
wear the snuggies and the bows to high school. [laughing]
AB: Well, I'm curious about the race because you are related to Mrs. Peters, your mother is, who

came ... remember, at homecoming and came over to visit you all?

FC: Now, that's my, my mother's aunt, that's her ... her father's sister.
AB: And Mrs. Peters looks like she's white with carrot-red hair.

FC: Everybody in that-, on that side, is. They're real light-skinned with the sandy-looking hair,
and ...

RW-N: And who is this, now?
FC: On my mother's side.
RW-N: On your mother's side.
FC: Her father's people are real light-skinned with sandy hair.
RW-N: Your mother's father?
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FC: Mmm-hrnm.
RW-N: Is that right? Your grandmother? Your grandfather? The man who left your mom
for someone to take care of her and then married later?

FC: Right.
RW-N: So he's light-skinned with sandy hair?
FC: Yes, well, he had gray hair when we knew him. But...
RW-N: ... he had sandy hair.
FC: Mmm-hmm, yes. And she's just as spry as she can be at ninety-some years old. And they all
were. They were like, there was an aunt in Beckley that, my mother's aunt, that was a teacher
and then she became a principal. In fact, she gave my husband a scholarship to State, but we
didn't know, you know, him then. But they were all teachers. And the one in Cleveland was a
foot doctor.

RW-N: Now, who was the mother of these children?
FC: Now, I didn't know her.
RW-N: Did they have the ... did that family have the same mother that your mother had?
FC: No, my father was in that family. My mother's father.
RW-N: Your mother's father.
FC: My grandfather was in that family, that was her [inaudible].

AB: When your grandfather remarried, was there another set of children?
FC: They were already there, the Colemans that lived here on Sims Street for years and years.

AB: Was that Reverend Coleman?
FC: No, not that set-it's another one. David Coleman. But they were already grown. And it
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was late in life when he remarried.
AB: Hmm. Well, I just find that property ownership, which would have, that property ownership
goes back to the early part of the century, probably, which is unusual.

FC: Well, and then there was the lady that passed that said that Mom and them still had some
property in Lewisburg, in that county somewhere, and that she was going to get in touch with her,
but then after she passed, we never did hear anything else about it.

AB: Hmm. That's very interesting. That's very interesting. Okay. Uh, we were talking-, you
were talking about your family and the fact that you all are a very close-knit family. As you
regard, as you look back on that now, do you, do you feel that, has that been a very important
aspect of your life, your relationship with your family?
FC: Mmm-hmm, it's very important, cause families don't do it now. And it's ... they, when they
are together, it's not good. I mean, it doesn't seem to me that it's the right thing to do.

AB: Do the grandchildren in the family have the same feeling that you all have?
FC: Mmm-hmm, because we keep in touch with them and we see that they are close and contact
each other all the time. We're trying to do what they did for us.

AB: Is that even with your sister, Caroline, too, even though she's not here?

FC: Oh, yes. In fact, she had her ... her daughter and my brother's son to meet her yesterday just
to have dessert, in between Maryland and Morgantown, so they could always just keep in touch,
you know.

RW-N: Are your brother's children still living with your brother?

FC: No, both of them are married with families. (RW-N: Uh-huh) The boy lives in D.C., works
with the telephone company. And h1s daughter moved back here- she was in Fairmont- she
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moved back here, maybe two or three months ago.

AB: Did you ever feel restricted by your family's expectations of you? I mean, were there ever
times when you just wanted to just break away and ... ?

FC: A lot of times. [laughing] And do what all the other people were doing, yes, many times.
But I didn't.

RW-N: Tell us about that. I'm interested in that. [all laughing]
FC: When I was young, I wanted to go to all the parties cause I loved to dance. [RW-N: Uhhuh] And I couldn't go. I couldn't go near them ... couldn't go out the night they had the party
because I might slip and go. But uh ...

RW-N: I'm confused, because you were allowed to go to parties as a child, right?
FC: Yes, but certain ones I couldn't go that I would have liked to have gone.
RW-N: Certain ones you couldn't but you wanted to go. How about as you got older? Now,
you went...you went to State, you spent a lot of time at State, you said you loved the social
activities. And then soon after that you went to Cincinnati, right? How did you feel about being
away from your family then? Was-, did that have a good and a bad side, or ... ?

FC: There was someone in my family every weekend there. Usually when I was there, the years
I was there, the first year, if my brother didn't come, one of my sisters or the other one would
come, and just check to see. And I lived with an older lady; she shared her home with me. And
she was like a member of the family, you know.

She-, we did everything together. And there

was always someone, or I came home until I left from up there.

RW-N: So what other ways did you feel maybe a little bit restricted by your family?
FC: Well, I wasn't restricted at that age because I could do whatever. But I knew there was
-59-

certain things that I should not do, cause our family doesn't do it, you know?

RW-N: So there were certain things you'd like to have done?
FC: That I wouldn't do.
RW-N: Like what? [laughter]
FC: Go to wrong places.
RW-N: Go to the wrong places, yeah, right, yeah.
FC: Probably. [laughs]
RW-N: Be a little bit rowdy, huh? Something like that. There was ... there were never any other
issues, though, about wanting to move further away because you wanted to be more independent
or go into different kinds of work or that, that might take you away, not because you needed to
go away, but those things were not issues in your life?

FC: No, not in my life. I decided I'd go to Cincinnati since I couldn't find anything here. And
my mother and father went with me and helped me find a place and that's where I lived and it
wasn't a problem.

RW-N: Were those quiet years for you in Cincinnati? Did anything special happen there?
FC: A lot of things. [chuckles] Let' see .... No, it wasn't a quiet year. I taught in a place called
Linco In Heights.

RW-N: And how long were you there?
FC: Three years.
RW-N: Just a few years. yes.
FC: I taught in a place called Lincoln Heights. I taught the kids that...people that went to school,
to college with me. And I knew mo st of them in the neighbor-, in fact, I taught Taylor Perry's
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son. (AB: Uh-huh) And he said the other day at a meeting that it's all about doing something for
somebody else, cause when she graduated, she came, taught my child. It was a place you didn't
live, but you could work. I lived over in a real nice neighborhood in a place called Wyoming. But

I worked in Lincoln Heights.
RW-N: Do you, did you see that time as different, though, because you were away, or you really
still felt connected to Charleston, to your family, because people visited?

FC: I never felt disconnected. (RW-N: yeah) You know, I knew I could always go home and I
could have ...
RW-N: Were you lonely?
FC:No.
RW-N: No, because you had visitors, because they visited or because you were busy or what?

FC: I was doing things. (RW-N: You were doing things)
AB: Did you meet other people, did you develop friends?

FC: Oh, yes, a lifetime of friends. Still friends with people.
AB: Were they people you'd known in school?

FC: No, these were people that I met on my jobs up there when I worked.
RW-N: And you're still in contact with them?

FC: Mmm-hmm.
RW-N: Women friends are we talking about, mostly?

FC: And men. (RW-N: And men friends; you're still in contact)
AB: Black? White?

FC: Black. It was nothing but black there. People that I still keep in touch with. And I've taken
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my child, when he was small, up to meet my friend's children and we've kept in touch all the time.
AB: While you were in Cincinnati, did you lose touch with the friends you had here in

Charleston?
FC: Let's see, I don't have many friends left here. Cause when I went to college, everybody was

from different states. And the ones that were here were just people you call every once in a while.
I didn't lose touch with anybody here. I didn't have real close friends here.
AB: High school friends ...you ... ?

FC: Well, we just talk once in a while. It's nothing we do together.
AB: Do you have any high school friends left in Charleston now?

FC: The majority of our class is here.
AB: And do you see them?

FC: Yeah. In fact, I talked to Ivan Lee, the policeman; she was in my calss. (AB: She was one of

your classmates) And she was telling us what we're going to do for the reunion next, this coming
summer, for our high school reunion.
RW-N: Who is your best friend today?
FC: A girl called Brenda Johnson.
RW-N: And you knew her from. .. ?
RW-N: Just working with her and .... Actually, I started out as friends with her mother, Mrs.

[inaudible name].
AB: Was that Reverend [inaudible] . .. wife?

FC: Wife. And then when we started teaching together, we became good friends .
RW-N: So you've been fri ends now for five year? Ten years? Longer?
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FC: Maybe about fifteen years.
RW-N: Uh-huh, uh-huh. And who is your oldest friend? I me~ that goes back-anybody that

goes back to childhood?
FC: That's still left? (RW-N: Mmm-hmm) A girl named Elsie Hill, Elsie Anderson.
RW-N: And does that go back to childhood?

FC: lJh;.huh. We started, we started kindergarten together, went all the way through to State.
And then our lives went different ways.
RW-N: Yeah. But there's still some kind of connection there. Does she live here?
FC: Next door, now. [chuckle] (RW-N: now, uh-huh)
AB: So you get to see her.

FC: Uh-huh. All the time.
RW-N: One of the other things that we wanted to go back to a little bit was ... has to do with your

work. You described a lot of that to us in terms of where you worked and how you moved
around, some of the reasons why you moved. Can you ... as you look back on your teaching
career, what do you think is the best thing of that for you? How do you feel about that?
FC: I enjoyed every, I've enjoyed every minute ofmy teaching. (RW-N: Yes) I had .. .I have

helped some children. Like when I was at Fruth Elementary, the all-, mostly black school, there
was a little boy that lived at 609 Davis Court, and I lived there when I was a little girl. He was
terrible. And I said to him one day, "Do you know that people who come out of that apartment
are real smart and they do well?" And he said, "How do you know?" And I said, "I lived there."
And he laughed. And he grew up a real good boy. I don't know .. .I lost track of him. But he
grew up to be a real good boy after that. Cause he thought in the projects you could act as bad as
-63-

you want to.
RW-N: So your sense is, when you think of yourself as a teacher, the kids that you helped, right?

And some of them really stick out in your mind? (FC: Mmm-hmm)
AB: Were you ever tempted to become a principal?

FC: Never. I can't deal with adults' uh, problems. They're mean. [chuckles] Off the record,

they're mean. No, I never wanted to be a principal.
AB: You prefer to be in the classroom.

FC: With the kids. Directly with them.
RW-N: How do you describe yourself as a teacher? You know how kids always talk about what

teachers are like? [chuckling]
AB: Strict?

FC: Yes, I am, but they... they know I love them. But I, you know, make 'em mind. I don't

know.
RW-N: Do you ... are there things that you look back at those years as a teacher that you ... that

you would have wished had gone better for you? Things that, you said, "Oh, well, I just didn't
end up doing that so well?"
FC: Well, let's see ... (pausing for thought]
RW-N: Or have you been pretty satisfied with what you have done?
FC: I can't think of anything, so it must be that I was all right with it. At one time I wanted to

take all the black males that I knew and, I wish I could just teach 'em things and help them to be
better.
RW-N: Why the black males?
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FC: I don't know. [chuckles] That was just a thought.

RW-N: Are they tougher to deal with in the class, versus the females?
FC: Yes, they are; yes, they are. And they don't feel like they need to .... Some that I've come
across. Now, all of them aren't like that. But...l don't know... they don't feel like they need to be
smart, you know, like girls wanna to be smart and ...

RW-N: So they're not as open then, to learning things in school?
FC: And they can do as well as girls, but they don't think they can. (RW-N: Yeah)

AB: Is that a change?
FC: Mm-huh, a big change.

AB: I mean, from the time you started teaching to now. Have the kids changed?
FC: Mm-hmm. They've changed a lot because you can't deal with kids good nowadays because
of parents. They... what you do with them in a classroom is probably the end ofit. Cause when it
goes home, it's something else, another life. And I really feel that you should do what you can
while you have them. Because they have to go back to that situation, whatever it is.

AB: As the kids have changed over the years as you've been teaching, have you had to change?
FC: Oh, a lot. A whole lot. Yeah, changed a whole lot. I could see the times that you could
stand up and teach all day, do this, do that, do it. And kids would listen. And nowadays, you
have to make them a part of it, let them do a lot of talking, accept their ways, and take it from
there. It's a big difference.

AB: In changing to deal with this, are these processes that you have worked out from your own
experience? Or have you gone back to, to graduate classes or so, to get new ideas?

FC: I take graduate classes every time I can. And even now. But it's things like, if you want to
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reach this child, this is what you're going to have to do. So you might as well find a way and do
it so that they can learn it. I have taken, I've gone to school most of the time, just taking classes.
And when I hear something new, I get into that, thinking it might help. The newest thing in
reading now is the reading recovery. And I go once a month to Columbus, Ohio, to get
information on that. Cause I think that's a good program for children to learn to read.
AB: So is it fair then, that your's is a kind of a combination built of your own... need, as well as

what you're learning from ... ?

FC: Yes, I couldn't use methods that I first used on children now. They wouldn't accept that
old, old way of teaching.

RW-N: The old way was what? More direct, [inaudible]?
FC: Yeah. You did the talking and they wrote back to you. And that's not what we do now.
RW-N: Let me, let me ask you for a minute, since we talked about your formal education. I
know that you graduated from State. Did you go on? Did you take a lot of courses after that?
Do you have master's degree?

FC: I have a master's in education.
RW-N: And you got that from where?
FC: West Virginia U.
RW-N: From the University. Did you go to Morgantown? Did you take ... ?
FC: I was at Morgantown getting my degree when I got married. I got married like on the
weekend and went back to school on Monday. [chuckling]

RW-N: So you actually went to Morgantown to get that?
AB: Where did you live in Morgantown?
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FC: At Twin Towers. They were first being built then.
RW-N: So you were about twenty-eight or -nine then, right; when you married you were about

twenty-nine? (FC: Nine) And you had your master's degree then. And since that time, you've
continued to ... take courses ...

FC: Every time something new comes up, I take it. And now I'm trying to ... my son wants to go
to ... he started at West Virginia in graduate school. He went in Sports Medicine and he's in a job
where he needs to be with special ed children. So he said, "I'll go to school if you'll go with me,"
so I'm going to take a class with him this summer [chuckling] so that he will go. (AB: So that
he'll graduate college?) Just to get him to go on, cause he needs-he didn't take anything in
education. His was all in criminal justice. And he doesn't want any of that life.
AB: So he has to start over again.

FC: Almost. He needs thirty-some hours. And he doesn't like school. He didn't like school
from the beginning to the end. And I said, if you'll just please graduate from high school, if you'll
please just graduate from college.... But he played basketball and that kept him in school; he had
to have a certain average.
RW-N: And he went to State, too?

FC: Yes. All the people on, in my family and his father's family, are graduates of State.
RW-N: Okay, we're going to switch gears on you here, okay? Another thing that we talked

about that we're kind of, trying to still fill out a little bit more is.... You talked a lot about
discrimination, in terms of swimming pools and movies and things like that. But you described
that in your childhood as it was kind of part of life in some ways- you weren't very conscious of
it until later on. And then you mentioned to us later on that right now you 're more aware of it,
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you're more conscious ofracism. Is that fair to say?

FC: Mm-hmm, yes, it is. You can say that.
RW-N: Or injustice between the races? (FC: Mmm-hmm) And I'm still curious about
understanding better what that anger is ... and if you can give me examples of it. You said, "Now,
now I feel it more. Now, I feel soine more anger about it."
FC: Well, like when my son was in high school, I wrote him, I told him he needs typing. I put

him in a typing class at Stonewall Junior High School. It was high school then. And the teacher
gave him an E. And after my anger left, I went and talked to her and I said, "Why did you do
that? I wanted him to learn to type." She said, "He gets girls to do his work. He doesn't do his
work."

RW-N: Eis what?
AB: That was a failing grade.
FC: It's failing.
RW-N: Eis failing, not F, okay.
FC: And she said, "You see, he's the only male in this class." And I said, "Does that have
something to do with typing?" And I went on and on. And the next day the principal called and
he said, "Well, we changed your son's grade to a A" Well, that made me just as angry. I wasn't
looking for a grade; I wanted him to type. So I went back and I told her, I said, "I did not want
his grade changed. I want him to learn to type. If that's a problem, then we'll move him." So
she said she was going to teach him, but he never learned the keyboard the whole time. Those
kinds of things bother me because she's a typing teacher. (RW-N: Mmm-hmm)

RW-N: Now, what do you think was going on there?

-68-

FC: She didn't want him in the class.
RW-N: Becau~e ... ?
FC: Because he was a male. I don't know that color crune in at all, at that time. But he was a

male. And she was used to all girls in her typing class.
RW-N: So right there, there was a little sexism going on.
FC: I think it was.
RW-N: Maybe more than racial kinds of things.
AB: It's interesting that they would change his grade to an A.
FC: To an A!
RW-N: That's runazing.
AB: That is, that is.
FC: I guess to keep me quiet. But that's, I went back, I told her, "That's not what I want. I

don't care ifhe has an E ifhe can type. But uh ...
RW-N: Do you think when you look back on your life that racism has, has held you back in any

way?
FC:No.
RW-N: Now, you know that there's some injustices, right? I mean, you feel there are.

Is that right? I don't want to put words into your mouth. So tell me no.
FC: No, I know it is. (RW-N: Okay) And it has been all my life. And I, I don't know. I've just

gone on and ignored it and went past it.
RW-N: And you've become a teacher, which you've been very happy to be, right? And you

could always get around it in some way?
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FC: Yes.
AB: Do you think there were other opportunities that might have been available to you if you
hadn't been black?

FC: [pausing for thought] Maybe.

Like scholar-, well, we had scholarship to college. I don't

know; it might have been.

AB: What about as a woman? Do you think that as a woman you have had to deal with things
that you would not have had to deal with things if you had been a man?

FC: No. Cause I say what I think to people. And most people that have a man in their life, the
man does the talking, while I do all my own talking. And I speak up for my son, too.
[recorder beeping]

AB: Does he speak up for himself?
FC: No. Now, when he, when he came back from overseas, he started to.

RW-N: Okay, I'm going to ask you to stop. [overlapping voices]
END TAPE 3 - SIDE 1
BEGIN TAPE 3 - SIDE 2
RW-N: ... speaking up for your son. Is that...?
FC: I still do.
RW-N: You still do? Is he, he's ... in his late Q20's now?
FC: He's 29, almost 30, but I still.. .
RW-N: And he has been overseas. Do you see him as not easily speaking up for himself?
FC: He's ... he's at the point, and I might have been at that point in my life at one time, where most
people are good and most people will do right. (RW-N: Mm-hmm) He's at that point now. And
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I have to say, ''No:, Casey Babe, this is not true." Or let him find out the hard way.
AB: His expectations are that people will be fair to him and treat him all right?

FC: Right, right.
RW-N: And you have come not to believe that?
FC: [chuckles] I don't want to say I don't believe, but you've got to push to get it done. And

you shouldn't have to. I don't want to say I don't believe it. But...
RW-N: Well, if you don't believe it, it's okay to say it. [laughter]
FC: I don't think anybody will just be nice to you because they're nice to people, you know.
RW-N: Automatically.

FC: Uh-huh.
AB: We were talking about race earlier, and, and being a woman. And you don't feel that in

your life either one of those things has held you back, or that you've been denied opportunity or
so by either being black or female?
FC: Well, you know, I told you the situation about getting a job here. That was being black,

(RW-N: yes) and living across the tracks or whatever they say; that was an example of it. But it
didn't bother me because I knew I could get a job somewhere else. You know, I didn't say,
"Well, I'm not going to look any more because they're not going to give me anything because I'm
black."
RW-N: But that was an example of the door being closed?
FC: Right.
RW-N: Probably in that case, of racism.
FC: It was. (RW-N: yeah)

-71-

AB: But you didn't feel personally diminished by that? I mean, you didn't feel inferior?

FC: Mm-unh, because the girl that was, that did it with me, was for real. And I knew I knew as
much as she did. [chuckling] And it wasn't because I was behind her in any way other than my
skin was black and hers wasn't.
RW-N: Now, she was the woman who ...

FC: We went to see a job together, and the address was different.
RW-N: How did you know her? From school...or... ?

FC: Uh-huh, Connie and I worked together.
RW-N: As teachers?

FC: As teachers.
RW-N: So this was not for your first job?

FC: No, no, not for my first job. My first job was in Cincinnati.
RW-N: Yes, but I thought that because you had ...

FC: So when we came back, (RW-N: I see, okay) Connie taught, Connie and I were like out of
grad school together. Because that's when we came back here to see about a job.
RW-N: After graduate school?

FC: After graduate school.
AB: You met her from Morgantown? She was from Morgantown?

FC: No, she was from Charleston.
RW-N: She came from here, yeah.
AB: She was from Charleston, but you all were in school together.

FC : We got to be friends at school.
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RW-N: She was the one with the better address, right? [laughter] And she was a white person
you told us, right?

FC: A real close friend. I was in her wedding. She moved to, she and her husband moved to
Florida, and I'd go down in the summers to visit her with my little boy.

AB: Was that your first white friend?
FC: No. The people that owned Frankenburgers had a daughter named Susan, and Susan and I
were real, real good friends.

AB: How did you get to know her?
FC: Working with her.
AB: Where?
FC: At a, I worked on the playgrounds, and she worked on the playgrounds in the summer for the
city.

RW-N: Like when you were in high school? No, col. ...
FC : No, when I was teaching in the summer. (RW-N: You were teaching, hmm) I would work as
a music director or something like that in the summer. And I met Susan and we became friends.
Then we went off to, we' d take classes together here. And then we got a job together. Connie,
Susan and myself, out at Loudendale. And we had good times out there. But we were all real
good friends.
AB: Did you visit in one another' s homes?

FC: Mmm-hmm, she still comes when she wants brown beans and corn bread. [laughing] She still
comes to my house, either one of them.

AB: Do you ever date white fellows?
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FC:No.
[tape blank for an estimated four minutes]
RW-N: Did the Civil Rights Movement represent to you opening of the door for many black

people to do more things in their lives that they wanted to? I mean, you were sort of set in what
you were going to do. You wanted to be a teacher.

FC: It was a fight like that...you're going to see it happen now. And that's the way I, you know,
I don't think that I, that I saw it like I should have. But now with the civil rights you're going to

see it all and you're going to have to be aware, prepared for whatever that's coming because of
this.
RW-N: Has it made life easier for black Americans?

FC: I think it's worse than it was in civil rights days now, nowadays.
AB: Why?
FC: I don't know. It seems that I...l'm taking it from the standpoint of what I see like with
teachers. I see black kids mistreated becau-, and I feel like because they're black-they are. And
a lot of times I have, I know I shouldn't, but I have gone to parents that I know and say, ''Now, I
need my job, but you need to go to the school and check on why your child is in special ed, he
doesn't need to be there. She doesn't need to be there." And the teacher would say, "He talks
too much, and he does this too much, so ... we need to test him." And they won't go and see
about it. And that's all I can do. I can't take over from there.

AB: I heard some people yesterday, Florence, talking about medicating the children in school;
they're taking Ritalin, I guess it is. Do you have any of that; does any of that happen today?
(RW-N: For hyperactivity). It's for hyperactivity.
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FC: It's the worst I've ever seen in my life. I have twenty-three children, twelve of them are
medicated, on welfare; the parents, I understand this from a doctor, they get $450 extra ifl say
my child is sick and we need to give him some medicine to stay seated in school. It's the worst
I've ever seen in my life.

AB: Do you think it's misused?
FC: Mmm-hmm, very much so.

AB: Are there, does this affect more black kids?
FC: And you can look at the kids-not mostly black-but you can look at the kids and when they
are hyper, all you have to do is think of things to do to make them come down. Not medicine.
And when they take that medicine you see the worst look on their faces, like everything has gone
out of them, and they're just little robots. It's the worst thing you've ever seen. But they get
more money for it.

RW-N: So you think some of the families do that?

FC: Do that for that reason. And when they ask me to give medicine, I say, ''No, I will never,"
and I ask, you know, if I'm in my rights not to. I won't give medicine, and I won't fill out forms
to say that you can get medical help for this child either. We had seven kids referred this year, all
black males, in elementary school.

RW-N: Now, when you say "I refuse to give medicine," but those children still might get
medicine from someone else in the school?

FC: They do get medicine.
RW-N: They do, but you say, "I do~'t have to give it."

FC : There is a person designated if the teacher won't do it. And I guess they have to do it, I
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don't know. I don't deal with it. I think it's terrible. Cause I've seen children that they say need
that medicine, and they need their rear-ends whipped, is what it is. [chuckles] Make 'em mind.
RW-N: So you think it's discipline problem more than [inaudible]?

FC: It is. Parents don't have the time for them. And that's the easy way; I give my child two
pills before he goes to sleep at night, or getting him ready for bed at night. It's sad.
RW-N: Now, you mentioned, in talking about this that certainly white kids are given medication,

too, but you also mentioned that more recently it's been the black boys, right? And before,
earlier, you mentioned that, that it's tougher in some ways to be teaching black boys. Do you
think that black boys and black men are just having a tougher time today, and maybe even in the
past than black women?

FC: I do. Black women don't, black kids-girls-don't seem to be having problems right now.
It's the males. And I don't know whether it's the young people think, "Well, that's a boy, you
don't have to work with him. Just let him grow on up." When you need to spend the same time
with a boy you would a girl. But I don't think they think like that and that's why uh .... They're
harder to teach cause they don't wanna to sit down and they don't wanna listen. They wanna
move around. They want to do activities that keep them moving. But they need to be taught to
sit down and listen and talk and discuss things and learn that way.
AB: And you think they can be taught that?

FC: And I think they can. I've tried with a whole lot of them.
RW-N: And do you think that's related then to the fact of that unemployment is worse for black,

young black men? I mean, that that's sort of a pathway that happens earlier in school with them?

FC: It could be, now that I think of it, it could be.
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RW-N: It could be somewhat related to that?
FC: Uh-huh.

AB: One of the things they say, Florence, is that there are problems with young black males
because they are raised without a father figure in the household. Yet, you raised a son who has
turned out all right. What's ... that makes what they say not true.

FC: I don't think that's true. I think that you don't spend the time with them that you need to.
That's all it is. It's not famous men. Black men have become very famous without a father. In
fact, Leon Sullivan went to Garnett High School. He doesn't know who his father was. His
mother raised him, reared him, and he did well. That' s just one example. But if they would just
take the time. Mother can do it. But they don't, they don' t feel like they need to ... or they should.
I don't know:

RW-N: I have sometimes read that black-if you try to divide up the world into black women
and white women and black men and white men, all right, the four categories-that black women
are special in some way, not like the other three groups. I mean, all the whites are the mainstream
whites-okay, they all have that. But that black men and the way they are reared, it's different for
them than black women. And that black women have the burdens really of both racism and
sexism in their lives.

FC: And it makes them so strong.
RW-N: And it makes them so strong. And you recognize that? That that's true.
FC : Mmm-hmm.

AB: Do you think that is still true among the young girls who come along now?
FC: No, they don' t have the same .. .I need a word for that.. .. They don't have the same
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something that we had. Like it's not important that your son go to Sunday School every Sunday
and attend some kind of meeting or go to a play or something. Your little girl can, but it doesn't,
it's not necessary to have a boy do all of that.
RW-N: So are values changing?

FC:

Maybe it's values.

RW-N: Generation to generation?

FC:

Young people don't think like that.

RW-N: So do you think, you think that black women are especially strong people?

FC: Mmm-hmm.
RW-N: But that may be changing, too? Is that ... ?

FC:

I don't know that it's changing or it's just, everybody's equal in whatever they're thinking

like that. Cause I would never say to anyone that to rear a good child you need a father in the
home, cause I raised mine without a father. And I would never say that because you have two
parents in the home means you're the best child there. Because that isn't true, either. So it's just
the strength of the person that has it.
RW-N: Has your son had, did your son growing up have much contact with his father?

FC: Yes, he did. He didn't go in the summers, but his father would spend the summers with him
here. Most of the summers growing up and all holidays. And they still do the same thing. It
never stopped.
RW-N: So he has been in contact with his father?

FC:

Oh, yes.

RW -N: But you had primary responsibility, I guess, but. ..
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FC:

Mmm-hmm. He lived with me, but I let him know who his father was and let him decide

what he wants to do with it. I get angry a lot of times cause I said to him, "If you graduate from
college, there's nothing you can't have. You just tell me what you want and I'll have anything."
And he says, "Okay, I'm graduated. I want to go see my father." And I was so hurt I cried for
days and days. (AB: chuckles) And my mother said, "Give him the ticket and let him go. You
said it." He went and got one of those supersavers and he went, he was there three days and he
called me and said, "How much does it cost to come back home?" And that made me feel a little
bit better. [laughing] He was ready to come back home. But I had promised him. But I let him
keep in close contact with his father all the time. Any time you have a problem, or you want to
tell him something, call him, do it, whatever.
RW-N: Now; why did you let him do that? Because clearly you don't think that's necessary.
FC: Because I wanted him to love me, too. [laughing] Usually they'll turn against you. But we

just, I don't know.
RW-N: You wanted your son to love you, and you didn't feel that you wanted to interfere with

that other relationship?
FC: Right. And I don't.
RW-N: Sounds like you almost would have liked to have interfered with it.
FC:

Oh, I would, [lots oflaughter] I would love for him to ...just say I don't want to go, I don't

want to do that with him. But I, I didn't.
RW-N: And do you feel that way because you wanted to be extremely special in your son's life,

or because you would really prefer that he didn't see his father much?
FC:

Oh, I wanted to be special. You know ... that's like choosing a girlfriend. If you act like
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you don't like it, you lose him. And I didn't want to do that. Because actually, the things he did
with us together was to me; not him, really. And ifhe didn't want to be around for him, it was
just...let's separate and keep in touch with our child.

RW-N: And he was more or less dependable about that?
FC: Mmm-hmm, I didn't have problems with that.
AB: Did he help Casey financially in school or anything like this?
FC:

I never bought any clothes for Casey until he was in high school. He did all of that. (AB:

His father did all of that.) Spent summers with him, he traveled with him. And ifl didn't go some
place, usually I did, though. But he went wherever his father wanted him to go with him. I think
that helped him to grow up, I don't know.

AB: Sounds like it was a good relationship. (FC: Yeah) That you all didn't quarrel (FC: Well, we
did but ... ) over the boy.
FC: ... but we didn't. You know, I let him say that whatever he said was right. I knew it wasn't,
but I let him go ahead. [laughs]

RW-N: So you were doing-so you two had some issues between you but you didn't want that to,
to be strongly into your child's life.

AB: That was very wise of you. [laughter]
RW-N: Tell me about your sense of accomplishment in life at this time of your life? What have
you done right that you feel good about? In any area of your life.

FC: Well, I feel like I've done a good job with my son. And I have a lot of times depended on my
family to come in and back me up, with ah, help for him growing up. And with my kids at school,
I've worked real hard for, to see that they accomplish .... I've been nominated by my children in
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Who's Who for the past six years. Every year I'm nominated by a child. (RW-N: Mmm-hmm)
So, I helped somebody somewhere, you know, the kids.
RW-N: Now, let me tum that around and say what are the areas in your life that you have some

sense of failure, that you could have done it better, but somehow didn't get done?

FC:

The one thing ... one thing is like I would have liked my son to see me love a male, you

know? It may hinder him some kind of way from his relationship with this lady. But I don't
know yet. It hasn't gone far enough yet.
RW-N: But you wonder about it?

FC: But I wonder if .. Because see, I've though now, all men are just alike from there on, and
that might not have been the best thing to a.. .I don't know. He says it isn't because I'll be old
and alone. [laughing]
RW-N: Your son says that?

FC:

He still says that.

RW-N: And he doesn't want that for you or ... ?

FC: He doesn't want me to be old and alone.
RW-N: Old and alone. So he would like you to find a man to love?

FC: Mmm-hmm.
RW-N: Have you tried to do that since your marriage?

FC: I don't take the time. [chuckling]
RW-N: You don't take the time.

FC: I have a real good friend lives in Florida, and when he comes, all right. But I don't; I just
don't get involved.
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AB: You never have since your marriage dissolved?
FC: Oh, yes, I've gone back to, I went back with my high school sweetheart after I divorced.
And he had a son the same age my son. And they didn't like each other, and my son didn't like

him, and it was not worth carrying on.
RW-N: So that area of your life, I mean, the divorce, maybe not having a model for your son, of
having another man and a loving relationship, you have some regrets about that. I mean, was
that. ..

FC: Not regrets, but I wish he could have seen love for someone else from me. (RW-N: Uh-huh)
You know, (RW-N: yeah) I think that's what I. ..

RW-N: So if you could have, could have improved anything in your life, you might have tried to
take a try at that or wished that that would have been somewhat different?

FC: Different.
RW-N: Yeah. I'm going to ask you a question that I think you partly answered but I'm not sure.
What do you think built your character?

FC: My family.
RW-N: Your family. Mom and Dad?
FC: Mmm-hmm. (RW-N: mom and dad) See, I was reared in the time where ...

RW-N: [recorder beeping] Already. Okay, we'll ...
END TAPE 3 - SIDE 2
BEGIN TAPE 4 - SIDE 1
RW-N: I asked you about building your character again. I think we had talked to you about it.
Did you have any experiences in addition to those with your parents that you felt build your
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character, that was a hard time in your life and that..? Let me go back and ask it in a different
way. What were the hard times in your life? Most ofus have had some hard times, relative to
others.
FC: The worst time in my whole life was my cousin that became, you know, like a sister with us.

She passed like all of a sudden. that was a real, real bad thing in my life. And it was so bad, like
uh, my son would sit at the table and he'd say, "I'm not saying grace." And I said, "Well, you've
got to say your grace." And he'd say, ''No, God took Cybil away and Cybil was good as gold."
And I'd say, "Well, she would want you to say your grace for your dinner."
RW-N: Now this happened awhile back? Your son was, your son was a youngster still?
FC: No, (RW-N: No, he was older) it happened-it's been like five years. (RW-N: Oh, okay)
AB: And it was very sudden. She wasn't ill.

FC: All of a sudden. She left going to work, and called me and said, "Come and get me, I'm real
sick." And we put her on a life machine; she died the next day. Aneurysm. And that was just, it
was a really bad thing and I. ...
RW-N: How did you get over that hard time in your life?

FC: I had a lot of friends, and people would come and talk. And it was a good memory, though,
cause we never heard anything bad. (RW-N: Mm-mm) You know, like when you do pass, black
people know something about the bad things you've done. And they tell somebody. We never
heard anything, anything mean or bad about her. And I guess just talking about it. And holidays
are still bad at our house. But just talking about it, you get over it, I guess, or you never get over
it.

RW-N: So, during that time, were you really sad? Cried and felt down? All of that, huh? (FC:
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Uh-huh) And did that last for several months?

FC:

Oh, a long-, it was longer than that, (RW-N: longer than that) it was a long, long time.

RW-N: Now, was that time in your life worse than your divorce? I'm assuming divorce is
not...not a happy time for most people. That's why I'm relating that to that.

FC:

No, divorce was a bad time because of a child that was involved in it. But her death was

worse than the divorce. (RW-N: Uh-huh) I don't know, I guess I thought I'll go on. But after
living by myself for about a year, I thought, I'll go back home, nobody's there but my mother and
Nellie, so we'll just make him another part of our family and live there, rather than have him by
himself with me, you know. I don't know.. .I, yeah, I just decided I'd go back home.

AB: You were living in your own house or apartment or so?
FC: I was in a house. And we stayed about a year, and we decided to go back home.
AB: Was that a financially difficult period for you?
FC: No, no, cause he gave good money. He just didn't want to be a married man. He gave
money for everything. It wasn't that. It was just, uh, he wasn't there.

AB: And he's never remarried, either?
FC: A~t four times since me. [chuckles] He doesn't want to be married, but (RW-N: Keeps
trying) he keeps doing it, maybe he'll find it.

RW-N: Well then, let me, let me go back, then and- where I- when I started to ask you about the
hard times in your life. Uh, do you see your character being shaped by any of those bad
experiences that you had?

FC: Uh, yes, I guess you could say that. Hard times weren't hard times. Like I remember in
junior high school, they had a contest, like for Mjss Basketball. My daddy wanted me to be that.
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So he would like take his check and anybody else's check and put it in. And the lady says, "At
five o'clock we' re going to announce it." And this girl won it by one dollar more than I had. And
my mother said, "They all cheated. They waited until you put the money in, and then they put a
dollar to have that much more." [chuckling] And it hurt them, but I, you know, couldn't do
anything about it.
AB: Didn't bother you?

FC: You know, you wanna win, but if you don't, you can't keep living on that.
RW-N: How about the more, the hardest time in your life when you lost your cousin-sister? Did

that. .. do you see any strength growing out of that or was that just a downer that you just had to
get over?

FC: It was something that I just had to get over. (RW-N: Just had to get over it) I had to work a
lot with my son cause he loved her like a mother or a sister, or whatever. I had to work a lot with
him on that. But it was just something that I had to get over.

RW-N: And when you divorced, assuming that there's always some hopes, you know, in a new

marriage and that something is lost, and when you went through that process, do you see anything
that you gained by that? In terms of, did you get more independent, stronger, angrier? Because it
doesn't have to be just good things; it could have shaped you in other ways. Bitterness? Was
that a shaping experience?

FC: I could have had bitterness ... and angry. I tried not to talk about it and tried not to show it. I
never told my family exactly what had happened, you know, little things, so I just kept them inside
and went on. And I might have gotten bitter from things I held in, until I let it go, you know.

RW-N : Have you let it go ? (FC: Yes) Or do you still feel some of that bitterness?
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FC: With him Ilet it go.

RW-N: With him you let it go. (FC: I let it go) Do you think that shaped how you felt about
men?
FC:

No, I either like you or I don't, you know. And I just haven't seen anybody that I like.

AB: You seem to be very confident. (FC: chuckles) I mean, when you meet an obstacle, you

don't let it knock you down; I mean, you ... you ...
FC: That's what my mother says about me all the time. She said, "You can go through a crisis

and not bend at all." But after it's over I get real emotional and I can break down, but not when
I'm going through it.
AB: What makes you like that? Where did you get that kind of strength?

FC: My mother has that strength. She can, she has that kind. And I imagine my father had it. I

don't know of situations where, you know, I could say that he did. But I, I have my mother's
spirit, a lot.
AB : Are all of you like that, or are you the only one [inaudible] ... ?

FC: No, my brother's a baby, and Nellie's a baby. But my other sister, my baby sister and I, are

both, we can go through anything ... we think, you know.
AB: You meet new situations and they don't...they don't stop you?

FC: Uh-huh. And that might be from obstacles I've had in my life, you know, that I just don't
...just ignore them and keep going.
AB: When .. .I guess ... when people started talking about feminism and the women's movement,

that would have been, what? '70's? Late '60's, early '70's. (FC: Late '60's, early, uh-huh.) Did
that affect you at all?
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FC: No.
AB: You didn't look back on your life at all, or change or adopt any new ways of looking at
things? Because of that?

FC: No. No. [chuckles] I don't know whether I'mjust naive or it doesn't matter. I don't know
what it is.

RW-N: When you look back on your life, do you see it in any particular way? Uh, let me give
you some examples of how people sometimes see their lives. Some people will sort of describe
their life as kind of a, kind of a straight path. Some people will describe it as bumps up and down,
but more or less straight. Some people will describe it as kind of going off on a lot of side paths
and others describe their lives as chapters in a book sometimes. Like the chapter when I lived
here, and the chapter when I was married, and the chapter when I was single again, and ... How
would you describe your life as you look back on it? And have you thought about that at all?
FC: I haven't thought about it. Too busy trying to live today [chuckles] (RW-N: Yeah, without

thinking back on it) that I don't have time to think about it. I'm meeting a lot of new things that
I've never gone through with my son. Like when he came back here from Europe, he'd been in
Europe six years, he couldn't find a job anywhere. And I think ... he's not on drugs and he's got an
education. Why can't he work? And that bothers me. Uh, I don't, I don't know.

RW-N: You mean why couldn't he find something to do? Is that what. ..
FC: In his field.

RW-N: In his field.
FC: ... of work, with his degree, using it. And I can remember when I was young and I'd hear

people that was my brother' s age that had graduated from college say, "I can't find a job," and I
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could not believe that they couldn't. But they were telling the truth. They couldn't find a job.
And I think I went through all these periods with ah, just not paying attention cause I'm okay.
And all these things are going on all the time. But I'm seeing them now again, you know, like
prejudice situations and ...

AB: So you think that the lack of opportunity for him has to do with race?

FC: Not exactly. I feel that personally with him, but that's not what's happening in the ...
Really I believe right now if you know the right people, you can have anything done you want to
do. Or you can do whatever you want to do. But you've got to go through this channel because,
because I know Ancella, I can get a job. She'll see that I have it. I feel like the world's in that
right now.

RW-N: Black or white?
FC: No matter what color you are. (RW-N: that the world's operating that way) lfl know you
well, you'll get my son a job. I don't have to worry.

RW-N: And do you think that's different than before?
FC: Oh, yes, yes. What good would it...to know people and you couldn't get a job anyway. It's
different.

RW-N: So that's one of the new ways, that's one of the new challenges for you in some ways, to
think about the world this way. And to find your way in it, or for you it's concerns about your
son?

FC: Right. And I think that's why I know it. Because I've never had .. .l can't think of situations
where I've had, felt like, "Oh, I'm black, and I know I can't do this." I can't think of any. I
might have had. I don't remember.
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AB: In the early days when you all traveled, did you run into situations of discrimination when
you traveled?

FC: Mmm-hmm. And like when, my sister, she married a man that's in, that was in the Air Force,
we'd always go wherever she lived. She lived in South Carolina once. And my brother and I
stopped at a gas station. We couldn't use the bathroom, but we could get gas. And they thought
he was a white man and I was black with him. And they would let him get his gas, but I still
couldn't go to the bathroom.

AB: Could he go to the bathroom?
FC: He could go to the bathroom because he looked like he was white.
AB: Umm-hmm. That make you angry?
FC: No, I thought...no, it didn't. [chuckles]
RW-N: Let me ask you one of these as-you-look-back-on-your-life questions again. [chuckles]

What kind of events that, what kind of events occurred in your life that really kind of, were
markers in your life for the fact that you now were some what different than before? Let me just
throw one out to you, to give you a sense that, that most people, most people will say that
graduating from college changed their lives. Because not only did, had they learned a lot of
things, but now they, you know, could go into the job market, in a different way. So, that might
be an example of the kinds of things that I'm talking about. Were there other kinds of things
that...would you agree with that in your own life? That graduating from college, although you
might not have thought of it when you were that young. But probably as you look back on your
life that it had to have a fair amount of impact on it.

FC: Well, you know, graduating from an all-black school (RW-N: Uh-huh) was a thing like that.
-89-

Because now we had to go into the world, seemed like into the world with whites that we didn't
have to deal with before. (RW-N: Hmm) And that was a change you had to accept.
AB: Did you feel that you could cope with that new world? Did you feel that you were prepared
to handle it?
FC: Not really, not when, not when it happened. Because when we graduated from high school,

we thought, well, the world-, we'll never see each other again, we, we won't know what's going
on with each other because all of these other people a_re coming into our lives now. But it wasn't
that way. But ah, I don't know, it wasn't, it wasn't black and white then.
AB: So instead of seeing graduation from college as that line of separation that things were going

to be different, it was from high school.
FC: High school. Cause see, we had always been black, everything was black up until then. And

we never thought about we couldn't go swimming. We did with whatever we had and were
happy with it. But there were better places, like when my son was little, he had membership at
the Y, he could go; we couldn't do that. And it was different things that you notice a difference,
but it didn't bother you. We went on, no matter what.
RW-N: But you seem to be saying that graduating from college that this is a marvelous college

experience and environment, but in some ways it was too protective? Because then you had to go
out into a world that ...
FC: Now, this was from high school.
RW-N: That was high school, okay. [overlapping voices] Okay, I was confused about that.
AB: You had white teachers at State when you went, right?
FC: Hmm-hmm. (AB: They were all still black?) Still black. We had about four white people.
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And everybody loved them. It was just like they were part of us. And we'd go dancing, they'd
go, too. It was, they were just in our school. You know, we just...
RW-N: So you, you seem to be saying in a lot of ways that here and there along the line you've

had plenty of good relationships with white people?
FC: Oh, yes, I have had. And I don't know.. .! had one rela-, one, dealing with some white people
just like lately, I.was getting some things out ofmy car and these two white men just stood there
and wouldn't help me. You know? [laughter] And then my brother said, "Well, why should they
help you, you know? You think you're so important that they'd help?" But it's just...my
experiences with white people is not bad experiences. In fact, I have real good white friends that
I keep in touch with, they keep in touch with me, their families like me and my families like them.
It's just made more friends.
RW-N: When you were growing up, did you ... it sounds like, at least with regards to your mother,

that you had a model of a woman who we might call a strong woman. I think I don't like that
because it means other people are weak, and I don't like that idea, but that she stood out in some
ways as being a strong woman. And that's, but that was very family related.
FC: You know, my mother was like ... she was at home all the time. And she was like the helper in

the community. We knew Miss Sawyers and sister-so-and-so. And each person checked on a
.different older person all the time. And my mother would say, "This is who you need to see
.today. She's not feeling good. Or take Miss Sawyers something to eat. She's not well today."
She kind of navigated us to different, to help older people. And we still do that now. We check
[inaudible name] Bill's mother every day, one ofus go down there.

RW-N: Did your mother do other things in the community? I know she did some things with
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your father. But was she a leader in some other way in the community, or was it mostly familyoriented?

FC: She was the leader. Everybody listened to her and ...
RW-N: In the community?
FC: Uh-huh. She planned activities for us. Like when we lived in the manor, she saw that there
were things for us to do, like socials. And she would be the chaperone for it so we could have
them. And they would have big bonfires out on Donnally Street, and she would be the one that
would start that so we would have things to do. We had, in the evenings we had spelling bees.
And the older people in the neighborhood would have all the kids to spell. And then on Saturdays
they'd give us a social for it, being good spellers or something. That was fun.

RW-N: Did she belong to organizations?
FC:No.

RW-N: So it was, it was kind of child-oriented in the neighborhood and family?
FC: In the neighborhood, uh-huh.
RW-N: Did your father belong to many organizations?
FC: No, neither one of them.
RW-N: They were kind of family/community-oriented? Has that been a pattern in your life, too?
FC : No, I joined everything.
RW-N: You joined everything.
FC: I belong to everything. And I ...
RW-N: Can you give me some examples of that?
F C: I went into the sorority, I belong to College Alumni, 1 belong to everything that...I don't go
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any more because I... I have been active in it at a time in my life. (RW-N: Uh-huh) But ah, I don't
see a need of it now.

RW-N: Did you play leadership roles in some of those organizations?
FC: Only in Sunday School. [inaudible-overlapping voices]
RW-N: You don't see a need for those organizations?
FC: Oh, yes, they're, they're needed, but not for me to be in it. I mean, I don't ...

RW-N: You mean they've not, they're not fulfilling for you any more? (FC: no) Is that what you
mean?

FC: I think that's what I mean. I don't get any joy out of going.
RW-N: and doing that any more (FC: and doing that any more); you did it earlier. What do you
get joy out of now?

FC: I like to, I like to go to plays and concerts.
RW-N: Which concerts and plays do you go to?
FC: I go to all Charleston Symphony concerts. And I take the children...

RW-N: [inaudible; something about seeing FC at the next concert] [general laughter]
FC: That's going to be the best one. I take the children to the community music concerts cause they
are our case partners at school, and they give our children tickets. And I still like to dance.

RW-N: Do you go dancing?
F.C: Notasmuch as I used to. When I go somewhere like out of town or something. And when we
go to Ohio to our Reading Recovery meetings, we always have parties like on Saturday nights before
we leave, and we dance, and I like dancing.

AB : Were there clubs that you belonged to as a teenager in Charleston? I mean, was there a Y-a
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YWCA Club, Y-Teens? (FC: Y Teens) Were you a member?

FC: Mmm-hmm.

AB: Girl Scouts?
FC: Mmm-hmm.

AB: That was Miss Gilmore's troop?
FC: Yup! [laughs] You remember that. And Miss Berlock taught us dancing, at the Mattie V. Lee
home. We were involved in everything that my mother knew about, as children. And then as we got
older, we went into whatever we were interested in.

RW-N: Have you changed much throughout your life?
FC: I don't think so. [chuckles]
RW-N: I mean, you talked about a mini-change here, where you used to go to certain kinds of things
you don't go to now, but you go to other kinds of things. Do you see yourself as changing much?

FC: You know ... yes, I've changed in that I don't go the same places I used to go.
RW-N: Does that mean your interests have changed? Or friendships and ... ?
FC: It could be interest and friends that uh ... yeah, cause I didn't' like style shows, but I go now, just
to, because my friend likes to go and I go with her. Uh, I've always liked music and concerts and
t''·ve always gone to that.

AB: Are 'you musical yourself? Do you play anything or sing ... ?
FC: No, not at all. I just like .. .I like to hear people sing and I like to see people dance.
RW-N: Have you become, uh, tougher as you've gotten older? Uh, less naYve? I'm not saying that

I necessarily hear this in your story; I'm just asking you whether you see yourself as changing in thos~
ways.
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FC: I'm less naive.
RW-N: You're less naive?
FC: Yeah. I see what's wrong. And I think I just passed through it before. [cough] Excuse me.
AB: How do you feel, Florence, about growing older? Do you feel that it restricts you in any way?

Are there things that, not physically-I'm thinking about socially-that you can't do that you'd like
to do?

FC: I don't want to get old. [laughing] I want to be able to get up in the morning and go out and
walk and do whatever I want to do, drive the car, and things. Cause my mother used to do all that,
and now she can't, and it bothers her. Everybody... she sits in the rocking chair at the window, all the
time, only goes to the doctors. And everybody says, if she isn't in that chair, they call and say,
"What's wrong with your mother? She's not in the chair today." And I'm hoping that I won't have
to go, you know, that I can keep going as long as I-cause my health is good.
AB: But you don't feel restricted by age, I mean, at all? I'll give you an example. I was talking about
going out to hear some jazz. And I have gone over to the Empty Glass and Nelson [referring to
AB ' s husband] and I were the senior citizens in the room! .[laughter]

FC: Does that bother you? It does me. [laughing]
AB: Yes, it does. And I was thinking the other day I want to go back again, but, I thought, I don't

know whether I want to be (RW-N: be the oldest one in the room), yeah the oldest person, sitting
there, [overlapping voices and laughter]

FC: Go! I would. My son tells me, he said, "Don' t sit at home. If you want to go, go. And he
tells me all the time, [recorder beeps to signal end of tape] (RW-N: I think this can go on, yeah) he
said, "I love the relationship you had with my friends," because there's always some young men
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around and he said, ''you never get out of line." [laughs] He's kind of old-fashioned, too.
RW-N: So you see that as down the line; it's not bothering you now, but you hope that down the line

(FC: It won't) that you'll hold up as well. [chuckles] Right? Right.
FC: But I don't have any reservations about going to live in a senior citizens building and that doesn't
bother me. I'll go live and I'll be the Bingo person and I'll work with whatever they're doing right
there and enjoy it. It doesn't, uh, I won't, I hope my mind doesn't change, but I, it doesn't bother
me.
RW-N: So you have some sense that you're pretty adaptable, to make the best of it?
FC:

And I don't go to any social things that my son go ... like clubs, I won't go if he's there. I

don't. Unless we're going for dinner or something like that. But not for dancing and ...
RW-N: Let me ask you one of these other questions. If you could improve on yourself in any way,

what would you do? I'm really asking you like if you had ... ifyou had an ideal in mind of what you
could have done with your life, but also to be the kind of person, what might that be, that you haven't
done?
FC: I wish that I could have a home like for good kids that if they had the right things they could

grow up and be something. I'd love to have a place for them to, convenient place for them to live,
and be their teacher with the [inaudible] school. I'd love that.
RW-N: Any chance of that happening?
FC: No. I had thought, when I retired, I was going to open a daycare center, but I, as I see children

more and more, I'm thinking I won't do that now.
RW-N: Because it would be hard to do these days or. .. ?

FC: I think it would be.

-96-

RW-N: Uh-huh. And what about kind of more personal characteristic? Are there any characteristics
that you think, "Well, I would have liked to have been more courageous or I would have liked to have
been more sensitive to people, or I would have liked to have been more kinder?" In other words, I'm
asking you about kind of your ideal of yourself, that maybe you didn't quite reach. [chuckle]

FC: I'd liked to have been more pleasant in... in some adult situations that I have been in, instead of
being blunt and to the point, no, that's all I want to do with that. And I could have. And I stick ...

END TAPE 4- SIDE 1
BEGIN TAPE 4 - SIDE 2

FC: ... be open. Then I might hurt her feelings.
RW-N: So, that's a double-sided coin for you (FC: right) in that you'd like to be more open, but you
know, sometimes you've been too open, (FC: yes) maybe, and hurt certain people's feelings.

FC: You have to think (RW-N: Yeah) not to hurt anybody.
AB: Are you pretty even-tempered? You lose your temper? Get angry fast?
FC: No, but when I do get angry, I, I just forget everything else.
AB: Does that happen often?
FC: No. [chuckles]
AB: Pretty well controlled?
FC: lJh.:.huh.

RW-N: When you went-when you left here last week and you were talk-, thinking, you know, you
had spent some time talking about your life, were there things during the week that you thought, "Oh,
I should have told them that, or I want to go back [Florence chuckles] and tell them that?"

FC: You know, that's strange, cause I did want to say that the things that my mother did for older
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people in the neighborhood is why we do it, all ofus. (RW-N: Uh-huh; uh-huh) My brother does
the same thing. But I never got to do it with my son. He's not conscious of you needing someone
to run you downtown and he could do it. And now I don't know that uh ... he has an apartment, he's
away from home. I don't know that I can train him to do that now. But he needs to know how to
do that, I mean, to want to do that for people.

RW-N: So, you wished that you had passed that on to him more?
AB: But if somebody were to ask him, he would probably do it, wouldn't he?
FC: Oh, yes, he got off from work today cause my mother wanted to go to the doctor. She had had
a cough that wouldn't go away and he said, "I'm callin' in sick." I mean, calling in to say she was
sick.
AB: But what you want him to do is to see it for himself without somebody having to ask. (FC:

without ... uh-huh)

RW-N: To really reach out to people.
FC: Un-huh. But he, you can say, "Would you run me?" and he would. Or "I'll go to the store for
you." RW-N: Now, you don't see that as a female thing because you say your brother is that way,
too.

FC: Yes, it's not female.
RW-N: Yeah, it was taught in your family by your mother, you see it that way. Let me ask you, that
reminds me. I talked to Ancella about this about a week ago. I think it came up in conversation.
Again, through my readings more recently I've become aware that in some black families there was
really an effort to, what's the expression? Raise the race, sort of, to really (FC: Mrnrn-hmrn) work
for black people, to better the conditions that black people were living in. Now, through your family,
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maybe in a quieter way, you paint the picture of your reaching out to the community, not maybe
exclusively black, but probably mostly black people. In your teaching you talk about helping all
children, but you also talk about helping black children. Were you ever conscious of that, or ever
directly taught that as a child, that you would try to help raise black people?

FC: No, but I...I see a need that your child is president and her child is ... she's just still doing some
kind of work that's not real important right now, because nobody helped him. And if you could,
make it equal.

RW-N: And you think that probably black children don't have quite the opportunities that white
children have?

FC: And they still don't.
RW-N: And they still don't. (FC: Un-un) So you have sort of come by that by yourself thinking that
you need-, and you said you wanted to go to a school where there were predominantly black kids
because you felt. ..

C: I did when I, when I was, (RW-N: At one time, at one time you felt that) un-huh. At one time I
thought, ''Now, if I can teach these children this, I'd like to teach some black children, too."

RW-N: Are you feeling somewhat frustrated at this time because of the way society is, that families
don't support the kids? And here you are, a person who would really like to reach out with your
teaching skills and ... does that make you feel somewhat frustrated?

FC: Yes, and I wonder why they don't. (RW-N: Uh-huh) It's so easy for me to say, "Would you
bring your child over and I'll work with him an hour a day to try to help him?" And they don't want
to come, they don't have the time to do it.
AB: And this is in the evening after school's over?

-99-

FC: I did when I, when I was, (RW-N: At one time, at one time you felt that) un-huh. At one time

I thought, ''Now, ifl can teach these children this, I'd like to teach some black children, too."
RW-N: Are you feeling somewhat frustrated at this time because of the way society is, that families

don't support the kids. And here you are, a person who would really like to reach out with your
teaching skills and ... does that make you feel somewhat frustrated?
FC: Yes, and I wonder why they don't. (RW-N: Uh-huh) It's so easy for me to say, "Would you

bring your child over and I'll work with him an hour a day to try to help him?" And they don't want
to come, they don't have the time to do it.
AB: And this is in the evening after school's over?

FC: Right.
RW-N: And you would still do that?
FC: Mmm-hmm.
RW-N: And it's not being taken advantage of? (FC: Un-un) That's interesting.
FC: They don't, they don't have it in their schedules. Actually they don't have anything in their

schedules that would bring that child up. (RW-N: Yeah) I told you that I started a, at Sunday
School-, at church, on Thursday night all the children in the neighborhood, it doesn't matter what
color they are, could come and we'd help them with homework.

And we got people that were

retired teachers and counselors, to work with them. If you just wanted to come and talk, you could
do that. And they said ... somebody over me said, "Well, they need to learn the Bible, if you've got
that many kids here." And, and that frustrated me. (RW-N: Uh-huh) Because they do need to learn
the Bible. We learned it going to Sunday School and that's when you learn it, when you're young,
going to Sunday School. But at the time, I saw a need in school where they need help. They 're not
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getting it at home. And it lasted for maybe six months or ... maybe a little longer.

RW-N: Where does God fit into your life? I know that religion is important to you. I mean, you said
when you were a child, you, it was just sort of the way you were brought up. And you ...

FC: And it never goes away from you.
RW-N: And it never goes away.
FC: And you know that without him you couldn't do anything, or be anything, or. ..
RW-N: And that's a more personal God, right? (FC: Yes, for me) It's not just going to church, it's
a more personal... (FC: Right) And that's important to you, not just the church, but the personal
relationship.

FC: Right. And you know, I argue with a lady that attends church all the time. And I don't, not all
the time, but I 'do know that you need to gather with other people. But I feel like I can show my
Christianity.by things I do with people during the day... daily, you know.

RW-N: Now, you haven't talked to us a lot about that, but are you also saying that one of the
motivations to help people is in fact related to your Christian beliefs?

FC: Yes, to treat people right and help people that, uh, that need help.
AB: And your son, does he, is he affiliated with the church or so ... does he ... ?

FC: He grew up in the church. From a little boy all the way to college. He ...he would bring all his
basketball players to Sunday School and church every Sunday. Even in college. After college, after
he graduated and left here, and then when he came back he,.he knows there's somebody over all of
us. But he doesn't go to church every Sunday .. .like he should. But he knows.
AB: As you look back on your life, do you think it was, it's been pretty good?

FC: I do. [chuckles] It hasn 't been, you haven' t had everything :financially that you wanted,
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but. .. God's been good that things has gone as smooth as they have, they are, all through my life.

RW-N: And is there anything else, though, that we haven't asked you about that ... part of your life
that we were not sensitive to, that.. ..that you think should have been included and somehow slipped
by? An important person or an important event or experience? Your feelings?

FC: No, I don't think so. I think you've touched on everything.
RW-N: What are you going to do in the future? What are your plans and your hopes and your
dreams?

FC: I should have retired two years ago. [laughing]
AB: You're too young to retire.

FC: I don't have anything else to do that I want to do. I, I, I'm afraid to fly now. I had such bad
experiences on planes, and I just don't trust them. But I'm not into traveling that much right now.
Now, I'll go if you say let's go. But sitting down planning it, no. I just want to work with the kids
until I can't work any more. And that would be when I can't accept the situations they're in now.
When I go to work and say, "Oh, this has been the worst day, because I can't accept how children
act and I don't want to go back," because if the teachers know me, I have a good time from 7:30 'til
3 :00 with my kids. I like for them to have fun and still learn. And when I can't do that anymore, I
don't want to be there.

RW-N: And your kids are at what age now?
FC: First grade, seven, six and seven years old.
RW-N: And how many of them do you have in your class?
FC: I have twenty-four now; I had a new child today.
AB: Do you have a lot of turnover in the school?
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FC: Uh-huh, it's a transit area, right there where we are ... Florida Street.

RW-N: And how many black teachers do you have in your school? Or is there a rough percentage?
FC: Let me see ... one, two ... we have three black teachers.
RW-N: And a black principal.
FC: And a black principal.
RW-N: That's where we originally got your name from. [laughter] Is this the first black principal
you've worked under? No, you worked under Macy Snow, right? But most of them have been white?

FC: Yes.
RW-N: Uh-huh. And you've worked under a lot of them, too, because you've gone to different
schools?

FC: A whole lot of them.
AB: More men than women-, more women than men.

FC: More women than men.
AB: Because to find a man in elementary school principal is not-there may be more now but it used
to be.

FC: Not many. And the ones we have aren't real strong. I don't know whether they're trying to
please or ... I haven't seen any that would carry their, ah, whatever they wanted to do out without
anybody bothering them.

RW-N: So do you have anything else that you think we're forgetting? Because we know you're
around the comer, we can still bug you again. [laughter]

AB: Oh, one thing we were talking about earlier. When I was growing up during the war years, we
were fed a big diet of Americanism, so we all felt as if we were Americans. We weren't necessarily
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black, white; we were Americans. How did you feel, and how do you relate to being a West
Virginian, or to being an American? We're African Americans or Americans. But how do you see
yourself in that whole dialogue?

FC: Really just West Virginian. And at one time I felt like, you know, American, America was for
just white people and we're here. But now, you know, we're all a part of this. I've changed from
that.

AB: What makes you-what caused that change?
FC: Because I saw myself different, you know, I have seen people that like for an example, a
supervisor comes in, she's white, she's over me, and she knows less than I do about carrying on the
classroom. And she's telling me what to do. [chuckles] You know? When I'm doing a job, I know
what I'm doing. And I study it and I get all, get everything that I can get with it before I say I know
what I'm doing. And I didn't feel like uh .... Now, when supervisors come, I just say, "Would
you ... do you want to teach with this group with me?" And, "You take this group, I'll take this
group."

RW-N: Now, what if there was a time in your life when you sort of felt different, different in terms
of being black, is that what you were saying? What time was that in your life? (FC: chuckle) Was
that early adulthood? Late, was there a small time in your life?

FC: I think it was like the time when my son would have been about 11th or 12th grade. It was like,
you don't really belong here, but you need to- but you're here and so what do you do?

RW-N: You don't really belong in America?
FC: In America, in West Virginia, right here.
RW-N: Anywhere ... right here at this time, whatever.
-104-

FC:

He has no feelings like that.

RW-N: And you, and you felt it for some period?
FC: And ... yes.

RW-N: But not earlier particularly? You just went through ... Do you know what caused that?
FC: I don't know.

RW-N: Let' see, was that during the Civil Rights Movement time? I mean, was there a raising 0£..?
FC: No, it wasn't at that time.

RW-N: It wasn't at that time.
FC: Un-un. And I can't think what would have caused me to think different at that time.

RW-N: But that went away somehow? That passed out of your life?
AB: So let's go back to that. When, when you were growing up, you felt American. Then you went

through the period of being black and then you've come back to a period ...
FC: [inaudible] ... and now I'm back to [inaudible]. ..
AB: And you're back to being a West Virginian and an American.

FC: Because you learn as you go through that you are, if you've applied yourself, you are as well

equipped to do the job as any white person, or any person. But you have to go through the period
to know that.

RW-N: So, somehow, that sense of belonging had to do with feeling your own competence and (FC:
my own) know-how, yeah.
FC: Right, exactly.
AB: Comfort, I guess, in what you're doing (RW-N: comfort in what you're doing) and competence.

RW-N: Do you have any feelings about...about Africa, about being close to Africa?
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FC: No, because l don't feel they want to be black Americans at all. You know, a part of us. I don't
feel like Africans do. My son has a, his best friend is an African. But he's a modem African.
(chuckles] He's ... he does everything that we do. But...no, he, Africans don't, that's not a part of
my life. Actually, I think they're smarter than black Americans.

RW-N: Uh-huh. But you don't feel really connected? I mean, during, you know, these last decades
I hardly have to tell you this, right. (FC: Right, right) I mean, there was a kind ofreaching back to
Africa But that has not really... you don't connect up that much with that in any way. (FC: No, no)
You may respect them for who they are, but that's not you. Yeah.

FC: Un-un. Yeah. And they are smart people, but ...
RW-N: Ancella, do you have anything else?
AB: I don't think so. I think that...

RW-N: I know after we listen to these tapes, Florence, that we'll find all these wonderful things that
we should have asked and didn't. (laughs) And you don't have anything, right? Is there anything
you'd like to ask of us, aside from this taping?
AB: [tape interrupted] ... how it has played itself out in your life. I am also interested in ...just what

gives the black women the courage to get up every day and go fight these battles.

FC: I know, and it's hard.
AB: Every day, and you get knocked down. But somehow, they get up and go back the next day.

And I just am curious about what it is that has caused these women to be able to do that. I mean,
where do you get your courage? Where do you get your strength? Where do you get your
confidence when everything in the society is telling you otherwise? (FC: Right) I mean, it tells us
that we're dumb, it tells us that we're ugly, it tells us that we're this and that, we can't achieve. And
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yet, black women have done it. And then I happen to think that the problems that we have with black
· males are really problems with black women. (FC: Do you?) I do (RW-N: Do you want this
recorded?) It doesn't matter. When I say problems with black women, it is that black women used
to always pick up the slack. I mean, if, if the man wasn't there, the women took care of the children
or the grandmother took care of the children, or Aunt Susie took care of the children or so. I have
known-I met a woman down in Fayette County who had reared like 17 children One of them was
her biological child, the others were just children that she had taken in and had reared. And I think ...

FC : I can understand that.
AB: And now young black women aren't doing that any more. The kids are being reared by TV or
not being reared at all. And I just think that-and it was hard for women to function like that. I
mean, you had to give up a lot of self pleasure. I mean, you were at home with your son when you
could have been partying in the streets. (FC: uh-huh) But you made a decision not to do that. And
your folks made a decision to support you and help you as you reared your son. People aren't
making, women are not making those kinds of decisions any more. I don't think. And I think that. ..

FC: Do you see the black man as strong as they used to be?
AB: I guess. I admit I probably [laughing] I don't know whether they...
END OF TAPE 4 - SIDE 2
END OF INTERVIEWS
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